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INTRODUCTION 
----- --
i. 
INTRODUCTION 
One of the great problems in intellectual history 
is that of causation. Scholars are not in agreement 
on the proper methods of approaching this enigma.,. 
nor do they all agree even that it is a proper 
.field .for historfcal research or that if it is, 
it is capable o.f solution. Few, however, will 
deny that major changes in mankind•s mode o.f 
existence have had enormous influence on man's 
thinking and on his attitudes toward the nature 
o.f the universe and the organization o.f society. 
One such major change was the Industrial Revolution, 
with its accompanyJ.ng changes in the social organi-
zation of the people. The present study traces the 
connection between the economic changes wrought by 
the Industrial Revolution on early nineteenth 
century New England and the changes in the intel-
lectual climate o.f thought which nurtured and 
brought to maturity the humanitarian movements 
so Characteristic o.f the pre-Civil-War generation. 
• 
Startling as it may seem to the traditionalist 
or to the student of' American Church History~ 
ii. 
the earliest of' the popular humanitarian movements~ 
so t~ical of' nineteenth century America~ was the 
enthusiasm f'or foreign missionary activity. This 
is not in any way to deny religious or theological 
motivation to the missionary or his supporters, but 
unless one wishes to assume that all ref'or.ms are 
instituted by men seeking their own personal salva-
tion and b~ought to fruition by other men equally 
self-seeking it is clear that concern f'or the 
welfare of' others was an inherent characteristic 
of' the missionary movement as indeed it was of' the 
greater and more far-reaching humanitarian movements 
which followed it. The idiom of' the missionaries 
was of' course Biblical, but the spirit of' their 
message was in tune with that of' the Utopian 
doctrinaires of' progress who were to preach ref'orm 
and the perfect life on earth within a decade or 
two af'ter the formal beginning of' the missionary 
societies. The men and women of' New England were 
much st~ulated by the idea of' Christianizing the 
world~ and the varying degrees of interest show.n 
---,_·~-----.---
iii. 
in differently occupied sections of this rapidly 
industrializing area form the main theme of' the 
following study. 
The American Board of' Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions was founded in 1810, and the missionary 
movements grew rapidly in public esteem until 
interest in the fate of' the heathen waned before 
greater interest in such native American problems 
as slavery, temperance, women•s rights and educa-
tional reform. The missionary movement which, in 
its attempt to bring about improvements in the 
condition of' the lives of others, resembled the 
humanitarian movements which followed, began but 
a decade after the textile mill started its spread 
over New England. The years after the Treaty of' 
Ghent witnessed the rapid growth of both the textile 
mill and the missionary movement. Investigation 
into the sources of financial support to the 
missionaries reveals that those towns which were 
engaged in the manufacture of textiles contributed 
far more heavily to the missionary societies than 
those tow.ns which were predominantly agricultural. 
" . ___ ,_. I 
iv. 
There must then have been some link between the 
textile areas and the missionary societies. It 
is of interest to note that several men of prominence 
in the early development of industry in New England 
not only were prominent philanthropists but believed 
that the erection of textile mills was in itself 
an act of phil~thropy. · 
It is ·of course ~portant to ascertain whether the 
greater contributions made to the missionary societies 
by the textile areas could be considered evidence 
that the textile tow.ns were possessed of greater 
interest in the missionary movement or indicated 
only that they were possessed of a more numerous 
population or larger wealth. An analysis of the 
Census of 1820 shows that the population of the 
agricultural towns in Massachusetts was 2.7 times 
that of the population of the textile towns 
272,864 against 99 1 552. 
Regarding the matter of wealth, the transition to 
commercial agriculture began in New England in 1800 
and was nearly completed by 1840; obviously as 
caJ.:.t:t.e"s: grew the wholesale markets grew and it became 
v. 
increasingly impractical and in many cases im-
possible for the far.mer to remain in the self-
sufficient isolation of Colonial times. By 1820 
the abandonment of semi-barter economy was well 
under way, and the :far.mer not only had cash money 
in his pocket, but was not :forced, as was the 
mill worker, to allocate the greater part of his 
earnings to :food and shelter. 
During 1819 and 1820 the nation was in the throes 
o:r a depression, and although the :far.mer suffered 
from falling prices he obviously did not have to 
contend with the problems of basic survival :faced 
by the mdll worker in this period o:r uncertainty. 
There was widespread unemployment in the :factories 
and to the mill worker who bought his :food and 
shelter with his wages this was :fare more of a threat 
to bare existence than depressed prices were to the 
farmer. 
Figures are available on the assessed valuation o:r 
the towns in Massachusetts in 1814, and by 1820 
no official changes in these figures had been :filed. 
Assessed valuation was not based on real estate 
vi. 
alone, but took into account also cash and personal 
property of all kinds. Analysis of these figures 
shows that the agricultural tow.ns in Massachusetts 
were valued at an amount 2.7 times greater than 
were the textile towns. 
The fact that the textile areas gave greater financial 
support to the missionary movement than the agricultural 
areas cannot be explained away by the supposition that 
they possessed either greater wealth or a larger popula-
tion. The foreign missionary movement was the first 
of the great humanitarian movements to capture the 
minds of the American people, and the significance 
of the greater inXerest evidenced in it by those 
-whose lives were most influenced by industrialization 
cannot be overlooked as a positive step in the direction 
of solving the larger problem of causation in the later 
Flowering of New England. 
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CHAPTER I 
Part One 
The Genesis 
.of the 
Foreigq Missionary Movemen~ 
in 
Massachusetts 
._-:_ .... __ 
1. 
To Emerson, the transcendentalist, and to those 
humanitarian refor.mers who sought to perfect man 
through the refor.m of his institutions, it seemed, 
in mid-nineteenth-century America, that no one 
before them had been seriously enough concerned 
with the dangers inherent in the drab materialism 
of the Federalist and early Republican period. 
When Emerson wrote: 
To write a history of Massachusetts 
I confess is not inviting to an 
expansive thinker ••• from 1790 to 
1820 there was not a book, a speech, 
a convers~tion{ or even a thought in 
the state. (lJ 
he was perhaps harsher in his denunciation of the 
preceding generation than most of the other men 
who indicted it. Yet the criticism of mushrooming 
industrialism was implicit in the attitude-of 
many of the serious thinkers w.ho participated 
1. Edward Waldo Emerson and Waldo Emerson Forbes, 
ed., Journals of Ralph Waldo Emerson, .. with 
Annotations, · io vois., Boston, 1914, P• 339. 
:-->W.-
in what has so often been called the Flowering 
of Hew England. 
Much has of course been written about the 
remarlcable generation of idealists and critics 
which flourished during the eiGhteen-thirties 
and forties. From such a study as Bar.nest 
(2) 
The Anti-Slavery Impulse it is possible 
to derive such fac·tual information as where 
the abolition movement began, v1here its centers 
oi' strength were,and what its various leaders 
contributed to it, ~- ·No: mention is made of 
the relationship of abolitionism to other rei'or.m 
movements, nor -- and this is of' i'ar greater 
importance -- is any explanation made for the 
rise of' abolitionism in the first place. Other 
( 3) 
\'Tri ters, like Richard Hoi'stadter, were content 
to describe the blossoming of' the anti-slavery 
impulse as a "moral i'renzyn vri thout attempting 
2. G. H. Barnes, The Anti-Slavery Impulse, 1830-
1844, Boston, 1933, passim. 
2. 
3. Richard Hoi'stadter, American Political Tradition 
and the Men who :Made It, Nevf York, 1949, P• 141. 
to trace it back to its roots, let alone its 
slowly germinating seed. 
To the modern historian it would be unthinkable 
to ignore the intricate processes by which the 
loosely hanked threads of the past are 'l.'.roven 
into the tapestry of the present. Superficially, 
to be sure, the pre-humanitarian period appears 
to be as stagnant as Emerson thought it to be, 
particularly so in comparison with the brilliant 
dreams and visions encompassed in the surging 
Revolutionary generation which preceded and the 
vital, darting intellectual activity of the 
generation which followed. Nevertheless, as 
ments vague hopes and dreams·were crystallizing 
in the years before the Revolution into the 
action which fulfilled them, so dul"inc; the 
years after the Revolution ments amorphous 
hopes and dl"eams vrere gradually shaping them-
selves into channelized activity for the good 
of humanldnd. 
4. 
During the early part of' the nineteenth century 
there occurred one of' the most violent and-most 
widespread social phenomena of' the times -- the 
Second Great Awakening -- repercussions and 
echoes of' which vibrated through the American 
scene f'or at least half' a century. In its 
beginnings it was a reaction against the 
excessive rationalism of' the late eighteenth 
century and an expression of' the orthodox 
churchman's distaste f'or deism. 
During and immediately af'ter the Revolution there 
had been a general decline in interest in religion, 
and Tom Painets ~he Age of' Reason was being widely 
read by those who were militant in this lack of' 
interest. The dominant note of' the radicals of' 
the Revolution had been republican egalitarianism 
coupled with deism -- a combination which turned 
a critical and skeptical eye on the cant of' 
theologians while exposing the hypocrisy of' 
contemporary political science. Nevertheless 
by the time Tom Paine wrote The Age of' Reaso~ 
the trend of' the times v1as against him; Americans 
had absorbed and were willing to retain a good 
bit of radical social philosophy as a permanent 
acquisition after a Revolution, but they were 
not content with theoloe;ical heresy to such a 
degree. 
Deism,: as,is~~well. known,. 1ra9. made Great progress 
among the leaders of the Revolution. Free thinking 
was being preached by such disciples of' Tom Paine 
as Elihu Palmer, John Foster,and the colorful 
(4) 
John stev1art. The lack of' interest in religion 
was so noticeable thatin 1790 John Marshall, 
later Chief Justice Marshall, considered the 
church too far gone ever to be revived. The 
steady decline in church attendance was parti-
cularly severe in the West, although it was 
(5) 
apparent everywhere. 
4. G. Adolf' Koch, Republican Religion, lifew York, 
1933, pp. 140-1'67. 
5. T. c. Hall., Religious Bacl::ground of' American 
Culture, Boston, 1930, P• 225. 
However, a few years after Jolm Marshallts 
dire prophecy, there began a gradual increase 
in church attendance, particularly in the 
Federalist strongholds of the Northeast. This 
revival was part of an emotional campaign on 
6. 
the part of conservative merchants and clergymen 
to discredit the revolutionary doctrines of the 
Jacobins, which they felt to be particularly 
obnoxious because discontented agrarians vTere 
using them as argur.tents in support of their 
opposition to the Federalists4 
Democracy ·was said to be synonymous with atheism, 
and Jefferson ·was denounced both as an atheist 
and a democrat. Even before the Federalists 
in Congress were i"lriting an Alien and Sedition 
Act into law to counteract the influence of 
those who were friendly to the French Revolu-
tionaries the clergymen in Nevr England were 
trying to stir up a flurry of religious zeal 
to combat these dangerous doctrines. This was 
done under the leadership of the Congregational 
~, ~--- ·-::-"'~ 
-. 
clergymen who subscribed to the nuew Lightn 
principles remaining as a legacy from the 
First Great Awakening which had aGitated 
Uew England Calvinism in the mid-eighteenth 
century. In 1795, Timothy D~QGht, grandson of 
Jonathan Edwards, took over the presidency of 
Yale. He found the religious interests of the 
students very lov1 and that they spent much time 
in idle talk, gaming and the consuming of 
7. 
spirituous liquors. D\dght tackled the problem 
( 6 ) 
of godlessness at Yale in a forthriGht manner. 
These callo\7 youths had not slipped so far from 
the shadov1 of ancestral hell fire that they were 
unimpressed vlith an able series of sermons given 
by President D1rri[9:1t on such subjects as: The 
Nature and Danger of Infidel Philosophy and Is 
the Bible the Word of God. ( 7 ) 
6. For a modern comment on the intellectual side 
of the same problem see the neo-Jesuit-Calvinist-
McCarthy approach in F. J. Buckley, Jr., God and 
Man at Yale, New York, 1951, passim. 
7. Charles Keller, The Second Great Awakening in 
Connecticut, Nev1. Haven, 1942, p. 27. 
. 'i 
Very shortly therea~ter a religious revival 
centering around Yale began in Connecticut 
s. 
and spread by virtue of the efforts o~ individual 
missionaries to other colleges, particularly 
Princeton. The revival began with~'·:rela:!;ive~~capn 
in the East, but gathered momentum as it spread 
westvmrd. It hit the lawless Scotch-Irish on 
the Southern frontier with tremendous force, 
to a large extent because of the influence of 
James McGready, one of the first pupils of 
Jolm :McMillan•s Log College, a Presbyterian 
seminary in the \nlds of western Pennsylvania 
which had come early under the influence of the 
revival. 
The fire of religion kindled by the Congrega-
tionalists spread to the Presbyterians, and 
thence to the Baptists and Methodists who, 
better able to e;~ploi t the crun.p meeting style 
of worship a:n.d the frenzied exhorting which 
characterized the movement, fanned it· into a 
furious conflagration. The revival began to 
- ---~-- --~-- ·~ 
spread northward along the f'rontier at the 
turn of' the nineteenth century, gaining momentum 
( 8 ) 
in emotional frenzy _on the way. 
In many New England communi ties and in many areas 
settled by transplanted New Englanders, however, 
the emotional aspects of the Awakening appalled 
the more settled members of the community who 
looked askance at the f'renzy of the Methodists. 
The Congregational Church organized missionary 
leaders of' its ovm who conducted their revivals 
in a more sedate and more orthodox way. They 
organized the social prayermeeting which took 
away the torchlight sensationalism of' the outdoor 
cronp meeting and brought religious activity into 
the church building and safely under a roof \Vhere 
conversion was somehow thouijht to be more 
respectable. 
8. W.W. Sw·eet, The Frontier in American Christianity, 
New York, l931., passim. 
W.W. Sweet, The Rise of Methodism in the West, 
Nashville, Tenn., 1920, passim. 
(. 
-,.;. -
10. 
The spark that lit the ~ire or the Second Great 
Awakening came ~rom the frightened New England 
clergy -- men fearful of Jeffersonian atheism 
and republicanism -- but the ~ire itselr '1.7as too 
v.ride spl"'ead to have been entirely the result or 
such crabbed instincts. The Second Great 
Awal::ening was in some respects a:n. attempt of 
the young nation to reorganize itself after the 
( 9 ) 
demoralizing experience of war. It found 
men sympathetic because their imac;inations were 
being stirred by the beginnings of great things. 
A continent lay at their feet to be conquered, 
and a large segment of the population '\:vas already 
intoxicated by the mental stimulation offered by 
such a prospect. In the Northeast the prospect 
of a greatly expanded trade vlith the rest of the 
world was becomin13 evident, The Columbia had 
made her first voyage out of Boston to Cathay 
via the northwest coast in 1793, and rd. thin a 
rew years hundreds of Ne'l:'l England vessels vrere 
9. Hall, op. cit., pp.226-239. 
sailing to China with Oregon ~urs and South 
(10) 
Sea sandalwood~ bringing back with them 
gold and Oriental luxuries. From Chestnut 
Street in Salem to the boom tovm o~ Cincinnati 
Americans were being convinced that tomorrow 
11. 
would be better than today as today was obviously 
so much better than yesterday. 
The Awakening can be seen to be one o~ the 
phenomena attendant on the birth o~ the nine-
teenth century in America -- an era o~ such 
rapidly expanding horiz6ns and such unlimited 
opportunities that reason and restraint could 
easily be subdued. The uncalvinistic romanticism 
o~ the religious revival fUl~illed the need o~ 
the people ~or a ~aith which would ~it into 
the idealistic patter.n that was developing. 
In little more than a decade religious radi-
calism had been put to rout, even though a 
small group centered around Boston held 
10. Samuel Eliot Morison, Maritime History o~ 
Massachusetts, Boston, 1921, pp. 41-51. 
·, ·-·· 
12. 
slumbering deistic thoughts later to emerge 
as Unitarianism. Thousands of' the most promising 
young men elsewhere had underGone a re-orientation 
toward a T.10l"e conventional and less rational 
religion. 
One of' the movements ·that can be seen most clearly 
to have direct causal relationship to the Great 
Awakening 'I."TaS the f'ervor to convert the v1orld 
which crystaiKzed as the American Foreien 
Missionary l:Iovement. This f'ervor for missionary 
activity was conspicuously centered around new 
schools rrhich had been founded by the relic;ious 
activity of' preachers of' the Great Revival --
schools such as I.liddlebury, Williams, Andover 
and Union College,. Andover was created directly 
out of' the controversy over orthodoxy in 1804 
v1hen it ·was rounded to give a ref'uge to the 
orthodox aftel" the Unitarian Doctor Ware had 
been appointed Prof'es·sor of' Divinity at Harvard. 
Williams was not inspired quite so dil .. ectly in 
its rounding, but when it opened its doors to 
..... --w-:---~~--::::~~ 
f-, •. 
·£.· _;:--·· .. 
13. 
students in 1793 the entire staff was .from 
Yale and it vras supported by a majority of 
seven Yale men on the twelve-man board of 
(ll) 
trustees, Willirums College students, like 
their counterparts at Yale before the revival, 
s.eem to have spent too much time drinking and 
gambling to please the more thoughtful observers, 
and a revival was effected there in 1805 which 
(12) 
followed the customary pattern of the Awakening. 
After this the1 .. e was not only a sufficiency of 
piety at Williams, but Vlilliams seemed to have 
(13) 
become a stronghold of Federalist principles. 
The leaders of the foreign missionary movement 
came almost entirely from these nevi schools. 
I:Iusinr; in college rooms or in haystacks in 
sura:r:1.er ·fields, these young men committed their 
11. Ylilson c. Spring, A History of Willian1s Col1ec;e, 
Boston, 1917, p. 47. 
12. Ibid., P• 62. 
13. Ibid., P• 69. 
- 0""'~--------o~---:.---:~ - _.,_~0·-'"*¥- ·:~"'":. -'*_"TZ:"'":_:._~-:-~-- ~ --~------~--.~~--... - ~~:;.-_,~ 
14. 
thoughts to their diaries. A tJ~ical outpouring 
follows: 
I.Iy thoughts are of late much enQ;aged 
in the subject of missions. J.Ty 
greatest happiness arises in finding 
a pius brother whose soul flames 
with love to.the souls of the poor 
heathen. I have lately been much 
enraptured Yd th the idea of a martyrt s 
death, after a life of laborious 
faithfulness in heathen lands; and 
I consider that all the honors and 
glories of this \Yorld enjoyed for 
ages are by no means to be compared 
with it. (14) 
Protestant missionary activity had, to be sure, 
been organized for a long time -- as far back 
as the seventeenth century Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel -- but the rise of 
foreign missionary enthusiasm in the United 
States in 1812 rras not just the continuation 
of English movement~. As a matter of fact., 
the Er1glish movements were never strong or 
14. R. R. Gurley, Life of Ashmun, Washington, 
1835, Appendix s. 
- I 
' 
25. 
widespread, and in the eighteenth century 
they had lost considerable ground to what the 
great English historian, Lecky, has called the 
11unim:passioned and unheroic 11 attributes of the 
(15) 
age. 
Both in England and in the United States the 
early years of the nineteenth century saw an 
enormous surge of interest in missionar~ 
activity, and considering that in the United 
States the home of this movement was New England 
and its center Massachusetts its emergence from 
such a strongly Calvinist background demands 
some explanation.· Antagonism to missionary 
activity and the wholesale saving of souls in 
any manner v1as basic to Calvinism. During the 
period of t;he First Great Awakening in America 
in the seventeen-forties Whitefield and Edwards, 
themselves strongly in favor of such activity, 
15. W.E.H. Lecl~, History of En~land in the 
Eighteenth Century, New Yore, 1887, Vol. VI, (8 vola.), 
P• 270. 
had run up against rockbound, conservative~ 
Calvinist reluctance to engage in saving the 
_souls of' savage and un-Christian men~ and to 
the older school the very suggestion of' using 
human agencies f'or the advancement of' Christianity 
seemed presumptuous. According to them, God would 
convert -the pagan world when and in what manner 
He pleased~ and it was not until the widespread 
emotionali&m of' the Second Great Awakening that 
the Calvinist churches f'elt any interest in the (16) .. 
souls of' the unfortunate. The Baptists and 
Methodists had used emo~ional appeal in their 
preaching. They ponsidered themselves missionaries 
when they were regenerating the f'rontiersmen in 
the old West and their emotionalism seems to have 
· carried over to the Calvinist c~urches in spite 
of' the f'row.ns of' some of the orthodox divines. 
16. See among others: Vernon L. Farrington~ Main 
·currents in American Thought# (3 vols.), New 
York~ 1930~ Vof. II~ P• 340, and G. H. BarneB, 
The Anti-Slavery Impulse, 1830-1844, Boston, 
l9331 PP• 4 ... 1(. 
· .. _ ..... 
J.7. 
The campaign started by Timothy Dv1ight to 
revive the general laxity in religious matters 
had been a decisive turning point in routing 
the heterodoxy born of the Revolution. From 
that time on it was considered the duty of the 
devout to support what efforts there were to 
convert all who could be converted. At last~ 
the old Calvinist attitude toward salvation was 
changing, and the participation of the Congrega-
tional and Presbyterian churches in the large 
scale activity of the Second Great Awakening· 
was possible. What began as a campaign to 
stamp out deism at Yale became a campaign to 
stamp out sin in the hinterlands, and it spread 
further to become a missionary fervor on the 
part of almost all of the Christian churches. 
A small amount of irony could be attached to 
the fact that the movement was originally sparked 
in the Calvinist sanctuary at Nev; Haven. 
The Second Great .A·wakening and the rise in 
missionary activity were both part of the same 
phenomenon. From the beginning, missionary work 
was a sort of challenge to those rationalist 
forces which seemed to orthodox minds to be the 
prelude to the end of the v:rorld. The great 
popularity of French Jacobin ideas and Tom 
Paine's Age of Reason caused the orthodox 
churchmen much mental anguish, and the stoutest 
souls among the orthodox set out to combat this 
revolutionary rationalism vrith propaganda of 
their mm. Even as this propaganda ·was beginning:~ 
the books which told of Captain Cookts explorations 
in the South Seas were being popularly read, and 
before the turn of the century Araerican periodical 
literature was giving con:::iderable attention to 
various customs and ideas among the heathen peoples. 
In 1792 a Philadelphia journal called The Ladies 
Magazine and Repository of Entertaining Intelligence 
was edifying its readers with glowing accounts of 
strange lru~ds and people, such as: Curious accounts 
of the Inhabitants of the Empire of Japan, their 
Government, Manners and Customs. Other magazines 
19. 
published such material as accounts o~ the 
travels in the Orient by the English missionary, 
(17) 
Buchanan. By such means Americans were 
becoming increasingly aware o~ the world around 
them and particularly o~ the.heathen world. 
The men who had been converted during the Second 
Great Awakening and had decided to preach the 
religion they had experienced ~requently reminded 
themselves o~ the hundreds o~ millions o~ pagan 
souls in the vmrld.As ·.a:result·._.they turned their 
thoughts toward missionary activity. Such ~ctivity 
had been implicit in the Great Awakening; it was 
by means o:f! missionary exertions that the 
Awakening had spread. The preacher vrho went 
to the ~rontier, the exhorter, the evangelist 
all v1ere missionaries -- and the idea grevJ that 
(18) 
the whole world must be CJ:u...,istianized. 
17. o. VI. Elsbree, The Rise o~ Missionary Activity, 
Williamsport, Penna., 1928, p. 60. 
18., James L. Hill, The Immortal Seven, Judson and 
his Associates, Philadelphia, 1913, Chapter I, 
part 2, p~si~. 
In 1812 seven missionaries le~t ~rom Salem to 
(19) 
spread the gospel in Bur.ma. In the same 
year a group o~. missionaries arrived in Ha'l:'raii 
(20) 
~rom Boston. These men set out to convert 
the heathen in ~ar-away places not as agents 
20. 
under the conscious direction o~ a great policy-
making institution$ like the monks under Augustine 
who traveled at the command o~ Gregory the Great 
to Christianize the British Isles, but as indi-
vidual agents o~ a·single organization 1rlth but 
a ~ew thousand members. This missionary activity 
was partly the urge to do something glorious, as 
be~itting the new romanticism o~ the nineteenth 
century, and partl~ a natural response to the 
commercial path'\vays being opened and expanded 
by the United States. Pro~essor Morison 
remarked o~ the ~irst missionaries to land 
at Hawaii that they got there as soon as they 
19. 
20. 
Ibid,., pp. 3-16. 
--=---' -
s. E. Morison, I/Iaritime History o~ Massachusetts, 
Boston, 1921, pp. 251-261. 
heard the tales brought back by the sailors 
(21) 
of a ~on-Christian society there. 
21. 
The American missionaries r1ho began leaving 
Massachusetts in 1812 all or:red their original 
inspiration for their task to a group of young 
men_, previously at \'!illiams and at Yale, who 
arrived at the new Theological School at Andover 
in 1809 to continue their studies. At Williams, 
under the leadership of one of their number, 
Samuel J. Mills, they had founded a secret 
society, v1hich they called The Brethren, 
dedicated to the study and preparation for 
saving heathen souls in foreign lands. t!ills, 
who had been so preoccupied r:i th this speculation 
while at Williams that he e;raduated last in his 
class, had proposed the idea to a few close 
friends while they VJ'ere holding a prayer meeting 
in the shade of ·a haystack. The group spent its 
21. Ibid., P• 262. 
22 .. 
time studying missionary problems and possi-
bilities, and nould admit no one to its 
membership \"lho would be kept by any commi ttments 
whatever from becoming a missional"'Y when finally 
trained. The idea of this society, although not 
the society itself, spread to othel"' colleges and 
was instrur.1ental in influencing many to,seriously 
( 22) 
consider foreisn missionary work. 
The first organized American effort at foreign 
missionary ·work was almost entirely the I'esult 
of the labor of foUl" of these Bretl~en ~t Andover 
Samuel J. Mills, Samuel Newell, Samuel Hott and 
Adonirma Judson. The first three had been at 
Williams, and Judson, who had come from Brovm, 
had been added to the Brethren at Andover. 
Having carefully prepared the way for their 
scheme by cultivating influential members of the 
General Association of the Congregational Churches 
22. Elsbree, Rise of· Missionary Activity, pp. 99-100. 
23. 
of' Massachusetts and submitting their ideas 
ror approval and eventual endorsement to such 
men as the Reverend Samuel Spring and the 
Reverend Samuel Worcester, they secured 
important backing for their dream of' being 
sent as missionaries to the heathen. When the 
day came f'or the annual meeting of' the General 
Association on June 28, 1810, the worthy Doctor 
Worcester and Doctor Spring journeyed together 
f'rom Andover to Bradford where the meeting was 
to be held. The two men considered ways and 
means f'or launching the enterprise, and between 
them they hatched the idea f'or an organization, 
even deciding that it should be called the · 
American Board of' Commissioners f'or Foreign 
Missions. 
On Thursday, the second day of' the meeting, 
Doctor Spring moved that Judson, -Nott, Mills 
and Newell be introduced to the convention. 
The move carried, the f'our men were brought 
f'or-rmrd, and they then presented to the Asso-
ciation a paper entitled An Enquiry Asking i'or 
24. 
. (23) 
Advice on their desire to convert the heathen. 
The Association rei'erred the matter to a 
comr,ti ttee of' three Ylhich conveniently had a 
majority in the persons of' Doctor Spring and 
Doctor Worcester, and promptly the next day, 
-
af'ter the comnitteets recomL1endation, the 
-· Association voted that: 
there be instituted by this 
General Association a Board 
of' Coramissioners for Foreign 
Missions, for the purpose of' 
devising ways and means, and 
adopting and prosecuting 
measures for promoting the 
spread of' the Gospel in heathen 
lands. ( 24) 
The Board was duly constituted and held its 
i'irst annual meetinG that i'all. There seems 
at first to have been ruther a lukewarm reception 
23. 
24. 
First Annual Report of' the American Board of' 
Commissioners fOr Foreign Missions, Boston,l81l,p.2. 
Joseph Tracy, History of' the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, norcester, 1840, p. 30. 
25. 
to the idea of sending and supporting four 
men to minister to-the neathen, for the Board 
moved cautiously the first yea~. Finally, in 
its second annual report it came to the point 
and asked the churches at large for funds to 
support this proposal. It urged the public 
not to let the example of England, which had 
long pioneered in so many worthy causes, put 
them to shame. The Board emphasized that England, 
in spite of her engagement in a great war, was 
supporting by private charity a great variety 
of reform movements and that the London Society 
for Foreign Missions alone spent hundreds of 
thousands of pounds a year. Urging church 
members in the United States to form a missionary 
movement o~ their ow.n, the report asked them 
11What may we not expect from united and extensive 
exertions in the present extrao~dinary period of 
(25) 
the world11 • 
25. American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, Second Annual Report, Boston, 1811, 
pp. 1-11. 
26. 
In 1811 the Board sent Judson to England as 
an emissary to solicit runds. He arrived 
via a French prison arter having been captured 
by a French privateer. Vfr.dle in England he 
became convinced that it would be better ir 
the American Board raised its ovm funds and 
supported its ovm missionaries. Finally, in 
June or 1812, two years arter its formation, 
the Board managed to raise ::~4.,000 and vms 
ready to send Judson and his associates rrom 
Salem. This statement appeared in an address 
to the public printed in the Boardts tlurd 
annual report: 
It is an obvious reflection and 
a pretty co~unon one, that Christians 
of the present Generation are greatly 
ravored. VJhile their eyes have seen 
most astonishing and unparalleled 
displays or huraan. wickedness, they 
have also beheld innumerable trophies 
or divine grace ••• Their ears for a 
long time stunned by the outcries, 
blasphemies, and unutterable confusion 
of a ·wicked world suffering the 
vengeance of God from hands of cruel 
men, have found a happy relief 
in hearing the glad sounds of 
salvation reverberating through 
heathen lands. ( 26) 
27. 
With the successful launching of the band of 
missionaries from Salem in a solemn ceremony 
of sermons punctuated by tears and later 
described as 11A season of more impressive 
solemnity than has scarcely been vd tnessed 
(27) 
in our country11 , the Ara.erican Board of 
Coruidssioners could really be said to have 
started functioning. 
Although the American Board vras the first .American 
effort at foreign missionary activity and for a 
long time the largest, it vms not alone., Another 
early comer was the Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Society, which had been originally 
founded in 1802 ttto promote the lmov1ledge of 
evangelical tl .. uth in the Nevr Settlements within 
26. ~nerican Board, Third Annual Report, 18121 p. 1 
27. ~· 
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28. 
these United States, or farther if' circumstances 
should render it proper11 • It ·was an integral 
part of the Baptistst share of the Second Great 
Avmkcning, and the circumstances which rendered 
• p -'~ 
it proper to project it into the foreign raissionary 
movement VJere to crystallize v1i thin a very f'evr 
years after the foi''l11.ation of' the American Board. 
In 1811 the Boston Association of' Baptists began 
gathering money for the Society to spend in 
translating the Scriptures into Asiatic languages, 
( 28) 
and easily raised ~~4,650 for that purpose. 
The Baptist foreign :missional"'Y novement received 
a sudden unexpected one might almost say dramatic 
ir.1pe~GUS in a manner so theatrical that it forced 
the Uassachusetts Society into operation in the 
foreign mission field in a large scale endeavor. 
Previously its only activity had been the dis-
tribution of a fev1 tracts. Three of' the seven 
nen v;ho had been blessed out of' the Salem 
28. Solomon Peck, IIistor r of the Missions of' the 
Baptist General Conven:Gion, Worcester, 840, 
p. 355. 
29. 
tabel"nacle on their way to adminis·ter to the 
heathen in 1812 -- Judson, Hewell and Rice 
had declared on their arrival in Calcutta 
their conversion and conviction that nBelieverst 
( 29 ) 
baptism is the Scriptural baptism11 • 
~1ey had reached this conclusion on shipboard, 
'\7hile meditating and reading the Bible on the 
subject of converting and of course baptizing 
the heathen when they should arrive at their 
destination. The ne17 converts, naturally 
embarrassed at being supported by CongreGationalists, 
began at once to urge the creation of a Baptist 
Society to support them. Rice returned from 
India to Boston, and backed by the local Female 
Mite Society traveled to Baptist churches as 
a press agent for the formation of a Baptist 
Missionary Society. He toured the entire 
country, and the result of his efforts was the 
formation, in May of 1814, of the General 
29. ~. 1 P• 357. 
30. 
Missionary Convention or the Baptist denomdnation 
in the United States or America ror Foreign 
Missions. Massachusetts men were prominent 
in its rormation and the Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Society began to function, now that 
circ~tances had rendered it proper, as a 
(30) 
Foreign Missionary Society. Through the 
agency or the Female Mite Societies in Massa-
chusetts it started actively collecting money 
throughout the state. one gathers from perusing 
the American Baptist Magazine and Missionary 
Intelligence~, which began publication in Boston 
in 1817, that the Boston Baptist Missionary 
Society acted as the chief agent in collecting 
the money fon whe Massachusetts Society. 
It was not until many years later that other 
denominations joined the missionary movement 
with national organizations. By the eighteen-
thirties, the missionary movement had begun to 
Ibid., p. 358. 
31. 
be vddespread and national, but in the period 
prior to 1820 it was confined to the Baptist 
. 
and Congregational churches. :'Si:gntfi~antl'y 
these tvro denominations were the dor.1inant two 
in Massachusetts and in New England generally. 
Although there 'Were doubtless many in Hew 
England who thouijht so, it would be absurd 
to suggest that a monopoly on piety and religion 
existed in the vicinity of Massachusetts. Never-
theless, this region did become the early center 
of the foreign missionary activity in the United 
States, in spite of the strong Calvinist heritage 
of the Congregationalists which would be expected 
to dissuade them from such undertakings. 
In the year 1820 the knerican Board was able 
to raise ~~48,000 in r.rew England, as compared 
with the ~~4, 000 it had difficulty collecting 
( :31) 
only eight years before. Obviously 
31. American Board, Eleventh Annual Report, 1820. 
-·-- _--_.,.._, --~-,_..-w"~>-7"- ---~ :.?-'~~-:~~;;-A£-~~:~-- ·'0-:--:·-~-=r ·==:--~-:.:._ :::-:.--·. -~ 
32. 
New England offered a very receptive soil 
for the grovrth of interest in foreign 
missionary activities, and it becomes pertinent 
to inquire v1hat there was about the missionary 
novement nhich appealed to early nineteenth 
century New Eneland,. 
: <-
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CHAPTER I 
Part_ Two 
The Foreign ~ss~onary Sp±rit 
as seen in 
Sermons and Literature 
33. 
The fil"'st ntep in the analysis of the dominant 
ideas of the missionary novement is an e::runina-
tion of its literature. A~nost all of the 
articulate spolm snen of the movement '\'rere 
clerg~~en snd the nurilier of their sermons 
is large indeed. In aduition, the missionary 
societies sent out tracts to persuade the 
public of the Ylorthiness of their cause, and 
thel"'e '\"Jere also religious magazines nhich v:ere 
vddely read and often edited and published by 
layr1en. These magazines devoted much of their 
space to appeals for aid to missionaries and 
to long accounts of the activities of the 
missionaries 17ho 17ere saving souls in Burma, 
India and tho far corners of the Y!Orld. 
The c;reatest bulk of missionary literature is 
to be found in the sermons. The men who 
delivered these impassioned pleas from pulpits 
in Hassachu::;etts and throughout Ner:T England 
seemed to be fascinated by the :i.J.mnensity of 
34. 
their task as there is constant reference to 
the six hundred million pac;ans. 
James Tiicruu•cJ.s, a student of Timothy D:rit;ht, 
said at Andover: 
Yn1.en we hear that more than half' 
the hwnan race are perishing for 
lack of lmm7ledc;e, vre are naturally 
led to enquire ·what can be done 
i'or their relief. ( 32 ) 
The optimistic belief that the conversion of 
the . world YTould be the solution for the 
perishing heathen is vividly sho\v.n in a sermon 
delivered at Albany in 1815. The preacherts 
title was Great Enco_uragement of Perseverance 
in Missionary Labors, and in reference to ~he 
American Indian his overly encouraged imagination 
savr: 
On the banks of the Missouri, and 
on the shores of the Pacific, ai'ter 
32. Dissertation read before the Society of 
Inquiry RespectinG r:Iissions, at Andover 
Theological Seminary, April 23, 1811, 
published in IJemoirs of Amex•ican l.Tissionaries, 
Boston, 1833, p. 261. 
35. 
ages have elapsed, I see CI'ovrds of' 
Christian Indians ·with grateful 
emotion relating your labors of' love, 
and sedulously enquiring if there yet 
remain any of the descendents of the 
men of this association that they mo.y 
show them kindness for their fatherst 
sake. ( 33) 
J:iuch of' th1s optimism was the result of' a blind 
faith in the efficacy of' enthusiasm, the rightness 
of the cause and a sureness that good vrould triull'lph 
over evil. As early as 1808 Jonathan Strong, 
preachinc; before the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society, stoutly asserted that: 
33. 
34. 
The period ·will assuredly come tihen 
Satan, the c;reat enemy of Chl~ist, and 
promoter of wicl:edness, 1r1ill be bound 
a thousand years ••• Righteousness ·will 
cover the earth as the vraters do the 
sea. ( 34 ) 
llobert Forrest, Great Encouragement to 
J,Iissionary Labor, A Serr.aon, Albany, 1815, 
p. 22. 
Jonathan Strong, A Sermon, preached before 
the Uassachusetts I.Iissionary Society, tfay 
24, 1808, Boston, 1808, p. 17. 
·- .·--
36. 
Actually these men were more than optimists; 
their attitude toward progress and the certainty 
they ~elt about the outcome o~ their optimism 
made them revolutionary in Christian tradition. 
The Calvinist leanings o~ most theological 
thinking in colonial New England had stressed 
man's depravity and had tended to accentuate 
the pessimism concerning man• s end on earth 
which Calvinism had inherited ~rom medieval 
Christianity. 
It is there~ore interesting to note that seeds 
o~ a sort o~ Christiam optimism appeared in the 
utterances o~ Timothy~ight, the ~ather o~ the 
Second Great Awakening. Ina sermon preached on 
July 4, 1798, Dwight attempted to prove that be-
cause o~ the tur.moil o~ the times the last part 
o~ the eighteenth century must be the Sixth Vial 
mentioned in Revelation, and hence man could look 
(35) 
~orward to an immediate millennium. 
35.. Quoted in o. W. Elsbree, ttRise o~ the Missionary 
Spirit in New England11 , New England Quarterl:y;, 
July, 1928, p. 297. 
37. 
Apparently this was putting into Biblical terms 
the idea of procress as it was conceived by the 
Jacobins in France who had had so much to do 
uith creatint; the e:Ktraordinary amount of 
turmoil that the good Doctor Dwight mentioned. 
Crediting Dvright rri th such sentiments on such 
slender evidence may be stretching thincs too 
far, but other clergymen more directly concerned 
vrith the missionary movement were more explicit. 
For exru;:rple, Joseph Tuckerman, a Unitarian cler:,;y-
man vJho had a reputation as a do-gooder and l"'eformer 
:and ·who had been one of 'f,'Jilliam Ellery Channingt s 
classmates and Judge Stol"'eyt s l"'oor.am.a.te in the 
Harvard Class of 1798,. endorsed the foreign 
missionary nocieties on behalf of the Unitarians, 
saying: 
ne live in a time peculiarly favorable 
to every a tte:mpt that can be r.mde for 
human improvement and happiness ••• the 
fact that the long-l"..no\7n mechanic po·wers 
are of late found to possess capacities 
ver:y f'ar beyond all the uses to vrhich 
38. 
they have been applied (thus) the 
idea is awakened aJ.'ld is abroad that 
nothine is to be deemed impracticable 
till it has been fairly tried.( 36) 
Others were equally explicit. Speal·dng in 1819, 
Daniel Ter,lple said: 
Casting our eye over the long tract 
of time from Adam till the deluge, 
and from the deluge to the coraing 
of Christ, and marking the crimes 
and idolatry that prevailed before 
the Gospel vms preached, and the 
happy change and prodigious improve-
ment everyvthere effected by the 
preaching of the Gospel, shall we 
not be constrained to say blessed 
is the people that lmow the joyful 
sound. ( 37 ) 
and he went on to point out the kind of progress 
he had in mind, saying that in the last half of 
the eighteenth century: 
36. Joseph Tuckerman, Principles of Missionaxx 
Enterprise, Boston, 1827, P• 38. 
37. Daniel Temple, A Sermon, Andover, 1819, 
pp. 8-9. 
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39. 
Th.e British and foreign Bible Society, 
the Baptist Missionary Society in 
Ene;land, the Edinburgh Missionary 
Society, the ~aerican Board of 
Cmmnissioners for Foreign II'Iissions, 
and the Baptist Board in America, have 
all had their birth, and all of them 
are prosecuting their 0reat enteryrise.{38) 
These men, preaching to Hew Ensland audiences the 
necessity of goinc; out and convel"ting the heathen, 
·were e.xpressing an optimism and a belief in the 
inevitability of progPess which \"las as fil"''ll in 
its conviction that mants will could remake the 
world as the convictions of the secularly-minded 
men of the Enlic;htenment. Joseph Priestly, 
rJl"iting that pl"ogress YJaS a realizable product 
of human effort and vrill pO\'Iei', vras among the 
first men in f.~o.merica to articulate the idea of' 
( 39) 
progress to Ar.terican audiences. 
John Godman, speaking in Boston in 1818, said 
the same thing, althour;h using the religious idiom: 
38. 
39. 
Ibid., p., 14. 
-
Joseph Priestly, Essay on the First Principles 
of Government, Philadelphia, 1797, pass~. 
~- " ! -
We observe that the divine deter-
mination does not excuse us from 
exertion; but on the contrary 
affords us the greatest encourage-
ment to persevere in missionary 
labors. ( 40) 
40. 
A few minutes later, his listeners '\'rere assured 
that: 
We live, my friends, in a most 
interesting day \'!hen much is doing 
toYmrd cal .. rying into effect the 
divine determination. (41) 
Coclman ·was referring primarily to missionary 
activity, but there is no doubt but that he 
Tias influenced by the evidences of change and 
40. Jolm Godman, A. Sermon ••• , before the 
Foreir;n I.Iissionary Soc~ety of Boston 
and vicini t_.y, Boston, 1818, p. 24_. 
41. Ibid,., p.,. 25. 
-----... 
41. 
(42) 
activity all around h~. 
Others were equally a1iTa1 .. e of the changing times. 
A Presbyterian clergyman, Archibald Ale;:ander, 
urginG his audience in Philadelphia to emulate 
their ConGregationalist brethren in Uassachusetts, 
said: 
I.Tany sober Clu.,istians are of the 
opinion that the awful darkness 
of a lonr; night begins to break. 
42. Eighteen years after having rejoiced in 
"the day ·ohen much is doinc torrard carrying 
into effect the divine detei•:m.ination, ~ the 
.:_;ood Doctor Godman ¥:as very upset over the 
tu1 .. n events v:el"'e tal::ing as ·t;he restless 
enthusiasm and millennium-seekinG of the 
missionary activity were S17alloYred up in 
a larger for.r.1ent of restless enthusiasm 
'I."Jhich included nearly everyone, and he 
felt forced in 1836 to e;q)ress disapproval 
of ,-:hat vras but the lor;ical outcome of 
11 the most intei•csting day" of 1818, and 
denounced in a sermon on the Si.:;,ns of the 
Times the "spil"'it of innovation and change, 
and the love of novelty" and also the spirit 
of "restlessness and uneasiness" and sundry 
other phenomena of the day uhi ch rrere surely 
not out of l::eepine; rri th the snne spil"'i t that 
had caused him to have such high hopes. Jolm 
Codman, Signs of the Times, A Sermon, Boston, 
1836_, passim. 
42. 
and specifically predicted that: 
The aspect of Nations 'l."lill be chan13ed. 
\'Jars Vlill cease, and the sword be turned 
into the plovTshare 1 and the spea~ into 
the pl"Uning hook. National animosities 
and antipathies ·will 'be e::::tine;uished or 
mitigated. ( 43 ) 
The Reverend Alexander, 1.vho rJas at this time 
Pastor of Pine Church in Philadelphia, had long 
been impressed ~."lith the religious activity in 
Uev1 England. In 1801, nhen the Great Awakening 
vras at its heicht, he had made a long tour of 
New England during which he had talked with all · 
the leading clergymen there. Later, his interest 
in the intellectual activity of the Great 
AwalmninG in its Hm'r England form made him a 
staunch supporter of the missionary movement. 
The whole tone of Alexander's sermon was one 
of warm hUJ:nanitarianism. It cried out at 
43. Archibald Alexander, I.Iissionar-y Serr.11on, 
Philadelphia, 18141 p. 20. · 
43. 
injustices to Hesroes and criticized the United 
States for its treatment of the Indians. Time 
after tine audiences heard, phrased firs~ one 
\'lay and then another.., such statements as: 
"Is not God evidently preparing the '\'Jay for 
His people to fulfil His r;lorious designs." (44) 
The Reverend Jolm. Keep, in a sermon at Northampton, 
urged the brotherhood of man as a reason for 
engac;ing in missionary ·work v1h~n he said: 
That spirit {Phristian benevolonc~ 
acl:noY:ledc;es all the Human race as 
brethren, and looks upon all created 
intelligence in a state of probation 
or confirmed in bliss, as constituting 
one great family, in whose v~elfare it 
feels a common and lively interest. ( 45) 
The Reverend Keep, who at the tirae of this sermon 
was Pastor at Blanford, I.Iass., vms later associated 
vlith the progressive spirit of Oberlin Coller;e. 
44. Ibid., P• 29. 
45. Jobn Keep, Nature and Operations of Christian 
Benevolence, lJoPthar.1pton, 1818, P• 6. 
In 1835, when he was president of the Board 
of Trustees, he had the courage as presiding 
officer to cast the deciding vote which 
(46) 
admitted Negroes as students. 
In ser.mon after ser.mon the missionary preachers 
stressed progress and ~provement. T.he Reverend 
Forrest, in the previously mentioned sermon at 
Albany, said: 
Universal spread of Christianity 
in the latter days will certainly 
be a progressiv.e work .. · The word 
of truth ••• shall gradually prevail 
until error and vice are banished 
from the World. (47) 
In Boston, a missionary lecturer urged his faithful 
-- . 
listeners ttnot to be behindhand in the race of im-
(48) 
provement 11 • 
46. National Czc_lopedia of Biography, New York, 
!898 - , Vol. II, P• 465. 
47. Forrest, Great Encouragement, p. 12. 
48. G. W• Doane, The Missionary Spirit, Boston, 
1831, p. 11. 
45 .. 
-How much like the prophets or the Enlightenment 
these men sound, even through their Biblical 
idiom. In spite of their Calvinist background 
they sav1 the millennium just around the co1-ner. 
Of course the missionary men riel"e not alone in 
seeing the 'possibilities for progress inherent 
in the rapid changes taking place around them --
the idea of progress and the perfectability of 
man developed during the Enlightenment -- but 
their faith enabled them to translate this 
heritage of belief into an limXLnent certainty .. 
The spectacle of the clergy being in the fore-
front of -rlho.t nas then such a novel and modern 
conception is one nhich is li.ttle understood. 
In Europe the idea of progress was contro.ry to 
traditional Christian pessimism, and it and most 
of the other ideas of the Enlightenment ·were 
( 49) 
generally rejected or neglected by the churchmen. 
G. B .. Bury, The Idea of Progress, New York, 
1932, passini. 
46. 
In America the evangelical analtening Vlhich 
opened the century had been in a sense directly 
opposed to the Enlightenment; certainly it ·was 
opposed to such articles of the faith of the 
Enlic;hterunent as deism. Arthur El;:irch,. in a 
recent monograph, has done an excellent study 
(50) 
of the idea of progress in P~nerica , and yet 
he confines himself to men like Joseph Priestly 
and Benjamin Rush, and their in·bellectual 
disciples, ignoring theological thought entirely. 
o. ':J. Elsbl"ee pointed out tha·t a large part of 
the dynmnics of the missionary spirit was the 
1 .. esult of pr:O.phecy, or in other YJOl"ds the inter-
pretation of vague passages in the Bible in the 
light of the unusual turbulence of the last 
years of the eishteenth century. To illustrate 
his point Elsbree quoted several early supporters 
of the missionary movement, among them a Reverend 
50. Arthur A. Ekirch, The Idea o:r Progress in 
.Ar.1erica1 Hen York, 1944. 
-~-
47. 
William Collins, Who in a ser.mbn before the 
Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society in 
1806 said that even Priestly, the Unitarian 
- (51) 
saw signs of the coming millennium. 
As the late Professor Becker has pointed out 
so admirably, perhaps the greatest act of 
secularization of their religious heritage 
that the philosophers of-the late eighteenth 
century performed was their transference of 
heaven to earth. In his memorable The Heavenl~ 
(5 ) 
City of the Eighteenth Century Philosophers, 
--
Professor Becker explained how to the men of 
the Enlightenment the Civitas Dei had become 
the perfect society on earth, attainable 
- through_ the action of human will power. Ever 
since the eighteenth century evolved it, men 
have been fascinated by this vision of heaven 
51. Elsbree 1 nRise of the Missionary Spirit11 , 
P• 299. 
52. Carl Becker, The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth 
Century Philosophers, New Haven, 1932, passim. 
48. 
on earth. It has been the dream of reformers 
and has even colored the vision of the practical. 
The missionary movement is novihere so clearly 
identified in spirit with the later humanitarian 
refolYtl movements than in its stronG sense of 
achieving heaven on earth by the Ohristianization 
of the vrhole 1.1orld. The optimism and the sense 
of prot;ress tlhich 'ile have noted were e;~ressed 
so stl"onely in the above-cited e;::cerpts from 
raissionary sermons e;~licitly affil .... med that a 
new, better and perhaps perfect day was davminG• 
This is not far removed in spirit from the vision 
of the Enlightenment. In some instances there 
is virtually no distinguishing the wholly 
Olu"istianized norld . seen by the ra.is siona:roy 
enthusiasts in their visions fi'om the pel"'fect 
society of the secular reformers. For instance, 
the Baptist clergyman, the Reverend Francis 
l!ayland, opealdng in Boston in 1823, said: 
49. 
In a word, point_us to the loveliest 
villaee that smiles upon a Scottish 
or Nev1 England landscape and compare 
it ·with the filthiness and brutality 
of a Caffrarian Kraal, and we tell 
you that our object is to render 
that Caffrarian Kraal as happy and 
as gladsome as that Scottish or Hevr 
England villaGe ••• point us to the 
loveliest and happiest neighborhood 
in the v10rld on vrhich we d'\'lell, and 
\"le tell you that our object is to 
render this 1.-:rhole earth, with all its 
nations and ldndreds and tongues and 
peoples as happy, nay happier, than 
that neighborhood. ( 53 ) 
Far from passinr; by unnoticed, such a wildly 
Utopian sermon achieved a national reputation. 
Wayland, who was a c;raduate of Andover, later 
became President of Brovm. He had a reputation 
as a preacher and a scientist, and in his youth 
had trained for the medical profession and had 
taught chemistry at Union College. As President 
of Brovm, he identified himself strongly vii th 
the prison refol"'!lt and anti-slavery movements. 
It is interesting to note that Wayland vras a man 
53. Francis Wayland, The !:!oral Dignity of the 
I1lissionary: Enterprise, Boston, 1823_, P• 17. 
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converted by the Great Av.rakenine, who first 
achieved national importance as an especially 
eloquent advocate of missionary work and then 
vJas in his later years closely associated ''Ti th 
( 54) 
the ~efor.ms of the humanitarian period. 
The missionary preachers probably read with 
approval and agreement the Address to the People 
of the United States, v1hich vras printed in the 
first annual report of the American Bible Society. 
It connnented: 
54. 
55. 
Every person of observation has remarked 
that the times are pregnant \'Ti th great 
events ••• that there·· are in reserve 
occurrences of deep, of lasting and of 
general interest appears to be the common 
sentiment. ( 55 ) 
National Cyclopedia of Biogl"aph:y:, Vol. VIII, 
p. 22. 
Address to the Peoule of the United States, 
American Bible Society, Hew York, 1816, p. 1. 
51. 
The li tel .. ature of the missionary movement uhich 
appeared in the form of small tracts was. almost 
al·ways a reprint of' some sermon. Also '1:'Tidely 
used as campaign literature '\"!ere factual accounts 
of the foundin.:; of the missionary societies. The 
non-descriptive material in these i"Jas in the same 
tone as the sermons. .Araong these accounts \7as 
the history of the Society of the Brethren. 
This society was formally organized at Amherst 
College and the account of its early history and 
influence on the missionary movement was a 
favorite topic. ~Le preamble to the Constitution 
of the Society contained the following: " •• .,and 
prepare us to promote the Glory of our Redeemer 
( 56) 
and the Eternal happiness of our fellow· men." 
The mo;3t popular reading for those interested in 
missionary activities would seem, from the abundance 
of its remains, to have been the religi?us magazines, 
which often published accounts of the activities 
56. Quoted in Memoil"S of American Missionaries, 
p. 15 .. 
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of missionaries and editorials urging their 
support. The religious periodicals of the 
period were nmne·rous indeed, as each denomina-
tion had at least one magazine, often several. 
Many of these maeazines were edited by men ·who 
vere much under the influence of both the 
relic;ious revival of the early years of the 
century and the missionary activity ·which 
follm;Jed closely on its heels. 
Typical of this so:ot of editor, and in fact this 
sort 6f mac;azi11o, vras J'ehudi Ashmun and his 
magazine, The Theoloc;ical Repertory. This vras 
a publication of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in V!Ll.shington, and its young editor, Ashmun, had 
studi~d at Middlebury College and was later, in 
1816, graduated from the University of Ve11mont 
at Burlington. His interest in the missionary 
movement had been aroused at Middlebury, and he 
had been the one to carry the interest to 
Burlington Y!hen he transferred there in 1814. 
He had followed the careers of Judson, J:Te\7ell 
53. 
and J:Tills vli th great interest and reported 
their activities in the pages of The Theological 
Repertory. His prospectus, published on the 
first page of the first issue of his magazine, 
sounded a familiar note. He gave as one of 
his reasons for founding the magazine the 
necessity for joininG in the activity "at a 
period like the present uhen the Lord is 
preparing His way on earth by the most remarkable 
. ( 57 ) 
efforts of human agency. 11 
AruTinun later became interested in the activities 
of the J'unerican Colonization Society and it;s 
attempt to plant a colony of American Negroes 
in Af'rica. His interest resulted from his hero 
1.7orship of Samuel .r. Mills, v1ho v1as sent to \Yha t 
is novr Liberia as an ae;ent of the Society. Both 
TI'Iills and Asbmun v1ere hopef'ul that the American 
NeGroes would be instrumental in spreading 
Christianity throu~out Africa. It is of no 
57. Theological Repertory and Churchman's Guide,. 
1819-1823, Y!ashington, D. c., October, 1819, 
Vol. I, P• 1. 
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little impo1 .. tance to note that each of these 
men., and quite a few others, \7ere later to be 
attracted to the humanitarian refol''"Ia. movement 
of the Abolitionists as a result of their 
interest in the missionary aspects of the 
(58) 
colonization attempt. 
Although the religious magazines 1i:rere greatly 
interested in the missionary movement there we1 .. e, 
durine; the period prior. to ·1820, tvm magazines 
in Massachusetts and central New England devoted 
exclusively to the :missionary movement. The 
i'irst in origin was the ,Baptist Missionar'l. 
Magazine., founded in 1803, which sh9rtened 
its nrune to the American Baptist in 1816. 
~1e Congregationalist publication was founded 
as the Panoplist in 1805,: becoming lmot·m in 
subsequent years as the Panoplist and l.Tissiona?::Y; 
Magazine, the Panoplist and Missionary Herald, 
and surviving today as the missionary Herald,. 
58. As an exaraple, see: William Birney, Life 
and Times .of James G., Birney, New York, 
l890_, passim. 
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In addition to publishing the financial and 
other reports of the respective missionary 
societies these two magazines kept those 
interested in missionary activity informed 
of what was transpiring. 
The Panoplist was from the beginning interested 
in the subject of missions. In November, 1811, 
its editor published antt.Address to the Christian 
Public 11 on the subjee-t of foreign-missions. In 
it was the declaration: 
Prophecy, history, and the present 
state of the world, seem to unite 
in declaring, that the great pillars 
of the Papal and Mahomedan impostures 
are now tottering to their fall. (59) 
Two years later a si.milar address boasted that: 
A known regular uninterrupted channel 
will be kept open ••• through which the 
streams of American beneficence may flow 
into the center of the pagan world. (60) 
59. ~~e Panoplist, Vol. VII, P• 244. 
60. ~., Vol. IX, p. 316. 
-·--~~'--:-.-.• ··' _:::: ~-~~-
' .-::- -~~"""'- . 
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The same address sounded the fw.1iliar note of 
avmJ."'eness of the chanc.sing times Vihen it declared 
that: 
By a patient comparison of the 't70J."d 
of God with His providence, of prophecy 
vJi th his·cory, by an attentive connidera-
tion of the peculiar 8IGlTS OF THG TII.I:S, 
and by the c.sradual operation of causes 
above the poYrers of man ..... rre are forced 
to believe that God has creat thines to 
be accomplished by the men of this 
[;GneJ."ation. ( 61) 
The editor in his preface for the 1814 volulile 
commented optimistically that "One of the most 
cheerinG charactel"'istics of' the present times 
is 
( 62) 
an enlal"ged o.nd still increasing benevolence. 11 
In a loncer statement on the same theme the edito1 ... 
v~ote in his preface for the year 1817: 
61. 
62. 
In rcsal"'c1 to· our ovm countl"Y, it ought 
to be consiclel"'ed, that non is emphatically 
the time for e;::el"'tion. Hever was there 
sreatest (sic) encouracement to beneficence; 
Ibid., Vol. IX, p. 323. 
Ibid., Vol. X, p. 1. 
57. 
never was there more powerrul st~ulus 
to activity; never was it more criminal 
to loiter away previous opportunities, 
On the impulse, which shall be given by 
the present generation, depends the 
character of immense multitudes in our 
succeeding ages. (63) 
Much or the literature arguing the cause ror 
missions was in the rorm of long reviews of 
sermons. Hence those who only read such sermons 
and seldom if ever heard them were constantly 
being reminded that these were auspicious times, 
that they were on the threshold of a new age and 
that an excess of humanity was necessary. For 
example, one extract quoted from a review was 
typical: ttLastly, my brethren, let us cultivate 
a more tender compassion for the miseries of the 
(64) 
heathen. 11 The reading matter in the Baptist 
Missionary Magazine ran in the same vein. 
63. Ibid~, Vol. XIII, P• 1. 
-
64. Ibid., Vol. XVI, 11 Review of a Sermon11 , by 
G:'T. Noel. 
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It is entirely possible that there were some 
readers of both magazines who might lmve found 
the long editorials, addresses and se~nons, to 
say nothing of the detailed accounts of meetings, 
a trifle dull, but vnko nevertheless avidly perused 
the nussionary publications for quite another 
reason. From the first departure from Salem 
in 1812 the activities of the missionaries them-
selves were carefully chronicled in the two 
magazines, by printing the letters Y..rhich they 
vrrote to the American Board or to friends and 
relatives at home. Thus the reader was given 
a serial stol"Y packed \"lith high drama. 
The early missionaries lived lives v1hich vrere 
fraught nith danger, and they described in minute 
detail the customs and inhabitants of far-array 
places nith an authenticity and crispness .of 
style i"Thich mruws their letters fascinating 
reading even in the age of Terry and the Pirates. 
Y'1ould p1.,ayer save lii.rs. Judson from her death bed? 
-, ~,..-.. ~·· -~--- --· ·- -
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Would the minsionaries be able to escape the 
native insurrection v1hich had their ship 
trapped? Would the evil sultan permit them 
to go into the interior or would he burn 
them at the stake? 
The sternly Calvinistic ancestors of these 
readers VJOUld not have allov.red their imagina-
tions to run riot in such a fashion. They vrould 
not have sent missional"'ies to the heathen in the 
first place 1 nor r10uld they have had such an 
interest in the far-away and the bizarre; there 
were wonders enough in the invisible rrorld around 
them. n~is aspect of the missionary movement is 
clearly early nineteenth cen·t;ury romanticism. It 
is 3enerally recognized today that romanticism 
was more than a literary I'eaction against classic 
forms; its spirit was manifest in every form of 
human activity. It placed more reliance on 
imagination than on reason and greatly stimulated 
curiosity about the culture and literature of 
other countries. Romanticism played an extremely 
60. 
important part in the missionary movement. A 
revival of Christianity took plnce all over the 
western 1.'Jorld as the transformation f1•om the 
( 65 ) 
ei3hteenth to the nineteenth century vms madet 
and the religious revivals of the early years 
of the century vrere themselves a part of the 
larger romanticism of the era. 
It is interestinc; to note that it vras during the 
period under observation ·when the first evidences 
of romantic vrriting in .America appeared. Eighteen 
nineteen savr the publication of \'Iashington Irving r s 
Sketchbook. It is of great importance in attempting 
to understand this period to note that ~omanticism 
appeared in every country at a time which coincided 
vJi th the early stages of its Industrial Revolution. 
Even though England was not the leading literary 
country nor the real home of the Enlightenment 
she, not France, was the fore-runner in 
65. Agnes E. Addison, Romanticism and the Gothic 
Revival, Philadelphia, 1938, passim. 
61. 
( 66 ) 
romanticism. England, the home of the 
te;:tile mill and laissez faire economics, was 
much more identified nith the kind of individualism 
¥Ihich has alv.rays been connected with the breaking 
( 67 ) 
away from mercantilism in economic thought. 
In Italy, France and Spain the romantic movenent 
vms not indigenous; its beginnings were, Rousseau 
to the contrary notwithatanding, in England. There 
were later independent romantic move1aents ·in 
Germany and the United States where industl"ialism 
and modern capitalism had made their appearance. 
In France, ronantici sm YJas a purely li teral"'Y 
movement and as such vias heavily dependent upon 
foreign influences for its sustenance. 
Speaking of' romanticism, the J?rench critic, L. 
Abercrombie, said: ny~'hen inner e:;cpel"ience 
66. Richard Foster Jones, Washington Uni vorsi ty 
Studies, Vol. IX, P• 294. 
67. R. H. Tavmey, Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, 
New York, 1926, p. 211. 
62. 
assumes the first importance, still more v1hen 
it assuraos the only ~portance ••• romanticism 
( 68 ) 
appears. n The e:::perience in religious 
life nhich led the early nineteenth century 
Hev1 Englandex•s away from the sterner Calvinism 
of their ancestors v1as a transition from a 
theocratic religious life, v1i th an inner 
experience to be sure, but a very controlled 
one, to a '1."lholehearted reliance on inner ez-
porience. This is patently obvious in the 
histo1 ... y of the Second Great AtJal{enin3, duril'lg 
·which the submerged spirituality of the trans-
plru1.ted Hevr Englander in northern Ne\'J' York State 
broke out in the vdld frenzy of muscular religion 
in the famous 11burnt over" region vrhere the 
religious revivals kept the countryside in a 
turmoil for nearly a generation. At home in 
Hevr I!ngland there v1as a somev1hat less ar;itated 
religious experience than in the c;reat revival 
centers, but New England v:Tas nevertheless the 
center of the revival impulse, and in New England 
68. Q,uoted in Addison, Romanticism and the Gothic 
Revival, P• 13. 
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the forces churning in the economic and social 
lives of the people transformed them into the 
first vrholly typical nineteenth centt1ry men 
and vmmen. 
The v1hole climate of opinion in early nineteenth 
century New England seems to have been very 
receptive to individualism, religious revival, 
industry and romanticism in literature. The 
later htwwni tariru1.ism of the eighteen thirties 
ond oichteen forties is strongly identified \'Ji th 
this em ... ly romanticism, individualism and belief 
that the :millennium iiJas just around the co"rner. 
Men of the early nineteenth century in Nevi Encland 
thought of themselves as standinG at the davm of 
a ne-r: age \7hich '1.7as to demonstrate to the norld 
that man nas the son of God and about to create 
the things that God had ordained that he create. 
This alnost adolescent enthusiasm vrhich \'las later 
to be typical of .f .. merica as a nhole 1:7as very 
characteristic of the missionary movement in 
early nineteenth century New England. 
64. 
The heart o;f' the missionary movemen·i:i was ve1 .. y 
definitely in New England. At the sara.e time 
when missionary preache1.,s v1ere visualizing the 
transformation of the '.'!hole vmrld into villages 
11 as lovely, nay lovelier, than. that· Uevr England 
village;~~ other parts of the United States were 
casting skeptical glances at the hopes and 
dreams o;f' the rnissionaries and their supporters. 
Nothing more clearly demonstrates the ;f'act that 
Nevr England was alone in the nation in its 
missionary enthusiasm than the rise of anti-
mission forces in other parts of the country. 
The formal anti-mission movement was located in 
the ne1·rly opened ter1--i torie s to the vre st i7here 
in the early period of extreme crudity on the 
;f'rontier the Baptists were particularly strong. 
The Ba~tist and Congregationalist denominations 
·were the only ones "\"lhich had a foreign missionary 
progra:n at that early period and t;he Conc;regn:i:iionalists 
were never strong on the ;f'rontier because their 
peculiarly HeYJ England intellectual quality made 
them repugnant to the frontiersmen. 
:--- :;-~-~ .-.. :.:..-. -
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W. w. Sweet~ writing about the rise o~ the 
anti-mission Baptists, put the blame ~or the 
movement on its leaders, John Taylor, Alexander 
(69) 
Campbell and Daniel Parker. He stated that 
it was the ·jealousy o~ these men to\'Vard the 
better-paid, better-educated eastern missionaries 
which caused them to denounce missionary activity 
in the name of a purer orthodoxy. 
The ~ight against the foreign missionary movement 
began almost as soon as the Baptists held their 
General Missionary Convention in 1814, and the 
climax o~ this· anti-missionary fervor came in 
the three or four years just a~ter 1820. At 
its height, the controversy involved almost all 
frontier churches, and the center o~ it was in 
Tennessee. Interestingly, the churches linked 
Tract, Bible, Temperance and Missionary societies 
together; they even, in fact, included the 
69. w. w. Sweet, nRise o~ the Anti-Mission Baptists", 
Methodist Review, October, 19291 P• 64. 
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IJasons and in their general exci te:r:1ent denounced 
them~ too. The tone of the anti-missionary 
agitation \'laS ultra-Cal vinistic and opposed to 
all academic 01 ... theological education for 
llli11isters. GocJ., ~the anti-.-:t:tissiOll forces stated 
fil"l:lly ~ 1:rould. in His 0".7n time and in His orm nay 
bring the elect to redemption and any attemp-t by 
( 70 ) 
mo.n to assist God rras presumptive and Ylicked. 
If one cru1. judge by the ·tenor of the arounents 
brought to bear by the missionary supporte1 .. s~ the 
ru.1.ti-nission Baptists vmre specifically against 
the very thil1.8S that have all ... eady been shor.n to 
be most characteristic of the missionary activity 
in Ue'l."r England. For instance~ U. c. Dl"O'\'mlee., 
preaching before the General A?sombly of the 
Presbyterians, asked his audience to: 
Suppose some great revolution to take 
place in the sentiments and feelings 
70.. Ibid., P• 67. 
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of' the multi tude, who nov1 are 
bewildered in the-toils of' earthly 
runbition; suppose them to have been 
placed under a course of' discipline 
and preparation for eternity ••• 
suppose that their minds placed 
under a clear and distinct vision 
of the truth of God, begin to acquire 
a 3rovring l~novrledge of the incomparable 
superiority of intellectual bliss to 
earthly bliss. 
HavinG thus built up a typical vision of the 
millennial possibilities of ·tihe missionary enter-
pl"ise, he went on to say: 
The enemy of the •• ,.missionary 
enterprise ought to be denounced 
in-the presence of all good men, 
as an enemy to true 17isdom; an 
enemy to the prosress of science; 
an enemy to the extension of the 
blessings of civilized life. (71) 
In this liaportant respect it is quite clear that 
the industrial, civilized, socially-conscious Nevr 
Englru1.der was different :f'rom the a.::;rarian 
71. w. C. Brovmlee, An Ol"a ti on Before the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
1825, p. 4. 
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frontiersman. The anti-mission Baptists on 
the frontier did not believe that the mdllennium 
was just around the corner., They did not believe 
in proc;ress. In short, their heavenly city was 
not to be on this earth. There was really very 
little difference betvreen these frontiersmen and 
the Hew Englanders of the seventeenth and 
eichteenth centuries. This disbelief in the 
possibility of mants effecting rapid progress 
tm·rard improvement on earth was a frequent one 
in the very early days of the missionary movement. 
David Bogue had argued in 1795: 
Another objection frequently used 
[against missionary activity] is 
that the time for the conversion 
of the heathen is not·yet come, 
because the millenniura is still 
at the distance of some hundreds 
of years. ( 72 ) 
72. David Bogue, Objections Asainst a l:Iission 
to the Heathen Stated ru~d Considered, re-
printed for the Society of Inquiry at Andover, 
Cambridge, !'.'lass., 1811. This sermon, first 
delivered in Enc;land, was reprinted and used 
as a tract by the Society in the early period 
of engendering enthusiasm. 
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Later \'!hen the newly arrived emie;rants from 
such non-industrial places as Ireland became 
present in the Northeast in sufficiently large 
numbers to influence opinion~ their inerained 
cultural and religious conservatism put them 
Surely even anyone who has ~ssumed that the 
simultaneous occul''rence in Ne1.7 England of the 
missionary movement and the Industrial Revolution 
v;as a -coincidence cannot ignore the curious fact 
that Nev1 England attitudes were becoming markedly 
different from·attitudes in the newer parts of 
the country. These changes in a·t ti tudes 1.''!e re of 
course in some ways caused by enviro:nrn.ent in the 
"influence of the frontier11 sense, but just as 
certainly as the frontier made an impression on 
transplanted Nevr Englanders, so were untransplanted 
73. Ivi. H. Rice, American Catholic Opinion and 
the .Slavery Controversy, Columbia University 
'Press, 1944~ passim. 
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Hew Enclanders affected by the changes in their 
ovm economic and oocial encironment. 
1' 
The 
agrarians in the West retained, although in 
cruder form, the orthodo:x: Calvinism of their 
Hev1 EnGland ancestors,. In the new He,y England 
of the nineteenth century, not only the Calvinism 
of the people but thoir v1hole attitude toward 
man and his potentialities was changing. 
- . 
CHAPTER II 
Part one 
The Origins of the Textile Industry 
.!a 
Massachusetts 
71. 
The mental attitude of :many N"evr Enslanders 
tov:ard their fellO\'l men and the possibilities 
of change and progress which they envisioned 
have been described, and the next step is to 
examine the changes in the economic envirorunent 
of Herr EnGland in the nineteenth century. 
By 1820 the cotton mill t'Jas a familiar sic;ht 
in scores of tovms and cities. That great 
opportunist, Daniel t!ebster, was vrell avm.re 
by 1824 that the whole economic structure of 
the state had·shifted when he switched in that 
year from his previous position and became a 
(74) 
supporter of the protective tariff. 
In the post-Revolutionary generation the Indus-
tl ... ial Revolution had come to J:!assachu3etts. 
E:i:Ioi•son and the tl"'m1ocendentalists, concerned 
as they '1.7ere nith v1hat they felt 1.7as the evil 
74. F. r;. TaussiG, The Tariff' Histor:y of the 
United States, 5th edi·tion, Hev1 York, 1909, 
p .. 76. 
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of materialism, could well have been very much 
aware of this phenomenon and·still not have 
considered cotton mills a fit topic fo~ an 
expansive thinker. The fact is that the far-
reaching significance of the Industrial Revolu-
tion had not occurred to any or Emersonts con-
temporaries. It is doubtless an injustice to 
use their characterization or the period as an 
-
illustration of the obvlous fact that no one in 
the early nineteenth century -- expansive thinker 
or not realized that this revolution in the 
ttmeans of production" was. to become by the end of 
the century the dominant characteristic of the 
Western World. The Industrial Revolution had 
long been an accomplished fact before Arnold 
(75) 
To'Y!lbee coined~.the phrase itself and by the 
twentieth century thinking men everywhere were 
aware that this Industrial Revolution had 
produced the most profound change in the recorded 
· history or mankind. 
75. Arnold To'Y!lbee, Lectures on the IndustriaJ. 
Revolution in England, London, 1884, p. ~~. 
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Karl Marx was one of the first of a long line 
of students of this Revolution to see it as 
having a profound influence in bringing about 
changes in western society, its culture and its 
philosophy. To the mythical observer gifted 
with an insight not customarily possessed by 
men watching the changes taking place in their 
ow.n generation, there must have been intimations 
in the period·between 1790 and 1820 of the 
changing pattern of society in Massachusetts. 
The emotionalism of the Second Great Awakening 
and the concern for the salvation of the heathen 
have already been seen to be changes in the 
attitudes of New Englanders. The fact that 
the Industrial Revolution came to New England 
at the same time is a matter of more than just 
passing interest t6 the historian who would-
understand the years between 1790 and 1820. 
In attempting to analyze the happenings of this 
74. 
period ~or the purpose o~ making the unusual 
humanitarian ~er.ment o~ the following generation 
more understandable, it must not be overlooked 
that the period between 1790 and 1820 saw 
tremendous physical growth in the United States 
as a whole. The opening up o~ the Northwest 
Territory and the acquisition o~ Louisiana and 
Florida greatly expanded the physical domain 
of the new nation. The older section o~ the 
country, however, did not undergo such a terri-
torial trans~or.mation; New Englan4, and 
Massachusetts which was its heart, remained 
outwardly unchanged. Historians o~ pol~tical 
changes, with their attention riveted on the 
national capital, saw nothing in New England 
during this period but the stronghold o~ 
Federalism, and when they looked ~or the key 
to changing political patterns they sought 
their explanations in the rapidly growing 
(76) 
West. 
76. J~es c. Malin, The Turner-Mackinder Space 
Concept of History, Lawrence, Kansas, 1946, 
PP• 171-174. 
75. 
There is no.doubt but that the rapidly growing 
West was to have a profound ini'luence on the 
ultimate course of action taken by the nation, 
but it did not affect the older New ·England 
imm.ediately. The Northeast was still to be 
the point fx•om which new ideas and new ways, 
as \"Jell as settlers, ·were to be spread for 
several generations to come, and consequently 
the ideas and experiences of New E11.gland in 
the period between 1790 and 1820 a;re of p arru-aount 
importance in seeldng to explain the spirit 
peculiar to the period of the Flm'!ering of 
Hew England. 
Never in his e~Jeriences on this globe has man 
undergone such profound and rapid changes as 
in the past two hundred yeal"S. One aspect of 
these changes was, of course, the Industrial 
Revolution or Revolutions, and like most 
Revolutions it had come and 13one before those 
witnessing it understood its implications. Hen 
76. 
living in the early stages o~ it held under-
standably myopic vie·ws of its nature. Gibbon 
made the statement that: 
The change was sudden and violent, 
the great inventions were all made 
in a comparatively short; space of 
time. In a little more than t\·Tenty 
years all the inventions of Watt, 
Arl:::v.rright and Bolton had been com-
pleted, steam had been applied to 
the new looms, and the modern factory 
system had begun. ( 77 ) 
Modern historians can say of this statement, as 
did Professor Ushel", that it "exhibits all the 
( 78 ) 
higher forms of historical inaccuracy". 
It is cm:n:1on knowledge now., as Professor Usher 
v1en t on to point out, that inventions were never 
the work of one man and that a great deal had 
77. Quoted in Abbott P. Usher, Industrial 
History of England, Carabride;e, Mass., 
1920, p. 249. 
78. Ibid., P• 249. 
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to happen gradually over a long period o£ 
time before society was ready for these great 
inventions. Although the heart of an industrial 
society is nov1 its metal industries, particularly 
the so-called heavy industries, the first step 
in the series of transformations which ·were to 
alter Western society so dramatically was the 
development of the textile industry in England. 
Likewise, each country \'lhich has become indus-
trialized has begun with the industrialization 
of its textile manufacturing. The story is 
familiar: the use of povrer in the making of 
cloth takes the process out of the rural home 
and collects end regiments the workers in factories, 
and the factory system in turn produces a social 
revolution o.f' more significance to man than 
the cheaper cloth it makes possible. The textile 
mill which produced the Manchester slums and 
otherwise so pi'ofoundly altered Old England 
in the late eighteenth century was to alter 
78. 
New England as profoundly in the early nine-
(79) 
teenth century. 
Colonial New Englanders had operated fulling 
mills, grist mills, saw mills and forges with 
the abundant water power of the coastal rivers. 
These colonial manufactures were nearly always 
local in the sense that they supplied only 
their immediate areas with goods. Many of the 
New England textile mills were built on the 
actual physical sitesof the early colonial 
mills and forges. An -impetus to the establish-· 
ment of mills was the organization of such enter~ 
prises as the Society for Encouraging Industry and 
Employing the Poor, started as a semi-philanthropical 
society in Boston in 1751, with its stockholders subscribing 
79. John and Barbara Hammond, The Town Laborer, 
1760-1832, London, 1925, ;eassJ.m. 
Paul jVIantoux., The Industrial Revolution in 
the Eighteenth.Centu~, Rev. ed., New York, 
1927, ;pass~. 
Frederick Nussbaum, A History of the Economic 
Institutions of Modern Europef An Introductipn 
to Der Moderne Kapitalismus o Werner Sombart, 
New York, 1935, passim. 
79. 
i'if'ty pounds each and entertaining small e.ic-( 80 ) 
pectations of' prof'it. 
During the period f'rom 1810 to 1820 the textile 
industry f'irst assumed its modern f'orm and began 
to assume major proportions in the economy of' 
central New England and.particularly in 
Massachusetts. There had been a power-driven 
textile factory constructed at Beverly, I-.'Iass., 
in 1787, which vras a major enterprise ·with an 
authorized capitalization of ninety thousand 
pounds, but it failed because of' technical 
def'iciencies in the construction of its looms. 
The real beGinninc; of the textile industry was 
\'Ji th Sanruel Slater, ·who v1as the first to cons true t 
the ArlD."Iright spinning f'rarnes in the United 
States. Such a large proportion of' the textile 
ra~ills in operation in the second decade of the 
nineteenth century vrere descended from the 
80. W. R. Bagnall, The Textile Industries of 
the United States, Cambridge, I.fass., 18931 
p. 35. 
80. 
Slater influence that the year 1791 and the 
formation of the firm. of AJ..my, Brmm and Slater 
must be used to mark the real beGinning of the 
industry. The dramatic otory of how young 
Slater st.1ugr;led the Arln"lright plans out of 
En::; land locked ti::;htly in his slmll is too 
well kno1'1I1 to need repeating here; ho\7ever., 
the early spread of Arlnvricht machinel->y is 
less \'!ell kno1·m. 
In 1793, Benjamin Shepard erected a mill using 
the improved Slater machinery at Wrentham. 
Shepard had been operating for years prior to 
this with very primitive equipment, and the 
modernization and subsequently improved output 
marked the bec;inninr; of considerable expa:n.sion 
in Shepardts activities. In 1806, he was one 
of tbree men who erected a mill at Taunton, and 
in 1811 his son, Benjamin Shepard, Jr.,carried 
81. 
the family expansion to Middleboro by building 
(81 ) 
a mill there. 
In 1794, a year after Benjamin Shepard's 
adoption of the Slater_· machinery, the Byfield-
HevTburyport Manuf'act·ory v1as built at Byfield. 
Two brothers, Al .. thur and John Schofield, v1ho were 
recent emigrants from England, combined vlith 
William Bartlett, a weal thy Nev:rburyport merchant, 
to build and operate the Byfield mill. It was 
incorporated for ~)300,000, and although nbviously 
no such sum was spent it did indicate that the 
mill v1as intended to be, as it later did become, 
( 82 ) 
a major enterprise. 
In 1799, the second Slater mill ,::as built --
this one in Rehoboth. Samuel Slater and Company 
were its operators, indicating that Slater ·was 
branching out on his ovm, independent of' his 
( 83 ) 
oriGinal sponsors. 
81. Ibid., pp. 170-173. 
82. ~' P• 197 
83. Ibid., P• 251 
---·~ ·-. --
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In 1801, the Housatonic River vJ"as harnessed 
to manufacture cotton cloth, and Arthur 
Schofield, who had helped to .found the Byfield 
mill, joined vii th Alexander Ely to build the 
Pittsfield factory, which v1as considerably 
-expanded when a l'.'Ir. Pomeroy invested heavily 
( 84 ) 
in it in 1814. In 1801, a second enterprise 
was undertaken at Beverly, with the erection 
o.f the Bass River Cotton m:anu.factory. 
In the same yeal ... , James Beaumont and Company 
began operations in danton using power .from 
the Neponset River. Beaumont was another 
recent emigrant from England$ indicating that 
Slater's spectacular success had inspired many 
young Englishmen to follow him in the textile 
(85 ) 
industry in .Anlel"'ica. 
By 1810, the textile industry was \7ell established .. 
V. s. Clark, using Gallatints Report on Nanufactures 
84. Ibid., pp. 258-266• 
85. Ibid., P• 269. 
i 
! ~ 
' 
83. 
compiled in 1810, and adding some information 
·which Gallatin had overlooked, computed the 
number of knovrn 't7a ter poner mills using 
AI'ki'J'l"'ieht machines as sixty-ei@lt, of which 
tv~enty-si.::: were in Haosachuse"Gts 1 and all but 
twenty vmre in Hew :Cngland. According to 
test;imony in the J.Iinutes of Evidence upon 
the Orders in Council, printed in Volume III 
of the B1.,i tish Parliamentary Papers of 1812, 
there vrere eighty-nine cotton mills in the 
Uni·bed States in 1809. In this yeaJ.", there 
vrere reported to be l110l"e than fifty mills 
under construction in Nevr England., 
It is obvious even from the sketchy outline 
of details civen above that the textile 
industry had grown steadily during the entire 
first decade of the nineteenth century. In 
fact, the number of mills in New England more 
than doubled betvreen 1800 artd 1804,. It has 
been customary to blame, or praise, as the 
-·~--
84. 
case may be 1 Jeffersonts embargo for giving 
the textile industry its needed stimulation. 
During the embargo it was difficult to employ 
the capital of the merchants in shipping, and 
consequently a surplus of money to invest 
appeared at the same time v,rhen mercantile 
unemployment caused by the embargo created 
a surplus of manpower. 
There is of course no doubt but that the 
industry was stimulated by the embargo, but 
its vigorous growth prior to that time· 
indicates that something more basic and 
perhaps more complex must be found to e:h.'})lain 
its growth. Clark thought that the basic cause 
lay in the change in world economic patterns 
( 86 ) 
brought about by the Napoleonic Y!ars. He 
cited the proceedings of a Manchester, England 
manufacturers r meeting to show that the rmrs 
86. V. Clark, History of Ivianufactures in the 
United States, 1607-1860, Nevi York, !9~9 
edition, Vol. I, P• ~36-~39. 
:+.-**- --~--
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hastened a transition which vras already in 
proc:;ress tlu"oughout the civilized world fror.1 
the uoe of flax to the use of cotton. Eli 
~~itneyts fan1ed contribution to the technological 
progress of man coincided with a period when 
't'Jars in Europe were curtailing the available 
flax. This curtailment was particularly 
noticeable li1 America, thus creating an 
extremely favorable economic climate for the 
manufacture of cotton, a condition which 
particularly benefited the industry in the 
United States. 
As vrell as markets and inventions, however, 
geographical and climatic factors were also 
irnportant in the gro·wth of the tex.tile industry 
in l'Jev1 England. The presence of vmter power 
ilhich_ was near, transportation, and the proper 
temperature and humidity caru1ot be overlooked. 
Professor Struik brought attention to the fact 
that in early republican New England most of 
86. 
the scientists came from the coastal to1:ms 
and most of the inventors and :manufacturers 
came from the fa~ning towns of central 
Massachusetts and Connecticut. Professor 
Struik claimed that this was because of the 
( 87 ) 
"peculiar atmosphere of the Yankee farm". 
Indeed, the peculiar enterprise of the Yankee 
jack-of-all-trades is-lecendary, and no account 
of the origin of the te:;-::tile industry in Hew 
England rTould be complete \"Ji thout including 
this factor. Furthermore, the Yaruree had 
many other peculiarities besides inventive 
skill, ·which vrill be e.:.::.ar,tined in detail later .. 
The embargo and the war t'Jith England combined 
to give the already well-established textile 
industry a period of extremely rapid growth. 
Betvreen 1809 and 1815 the number of mills 
nithin a dayts carriage ride of Providence 
87. D. J. Struik, Yankee Science in the I'Jaking, 
Boston, 1948, p. 131. 
87. 
increased from forty-one to one hundred and 
( 88 ) 
sixty-five. In the year 1815 it was· 
estimated that the industry employed a capital 
of Q4o,ooo,ooo and a laboring force of one 
( 89 ) 
hundred thousand persons. This figure 
is for the '1hole country, but as vre have 
already seen the bulk of textile manufacturing 
was concentrated in New England. 
A major turning point in the development of 
the te:;~tile industl"Y carae r1i th the end of the 
war with England, \"!hen the flood of foreien 
goods sent the smaller and weaker mills into 
oblivion. Great as was the influx of fol"eign 
goods, however, another factor vmuld have 
necessitated a change in direction if the 
industry was to continue to expand. Prior 
to 1816 most of the mills had produced yarn 
for local spinning. True, the New England 
88. Clark, History of r.Ianufact~lres, Vol. I, 
P• 538. 
89. American State Papers, Finance, Vol. III, 
p. 82. 
88. 
mills exported most of' their yarn to the 
South and West for spinning there, but the 
fact v:Tas that the market for such yarn was 
already sa~urated and the nwnber of households 
weaving their O\'T.£1 cloth was diminishing. Hence, 
the new type of factory which arose in New 
England on the ruins .of t;he old \"las one which 
performed all the operations of.· cloth-making 
under one roof, or by the same establishment 
at least. The success of the first of this 
type of mill -- Francis Cabot Lovmll t s Waltham 
factory -- set the pace, and the new tariff 
of 1816 provided further incentive. !ilore 
than just the technology of the industry 
changed, however; the larGer establishment, 
no longer depending on home weaving for even 
a part of 1 ts market, caused the grovrth of' a 
new type of operative group. The nevr mill 
personnel became factory workers in the modern 
sense, at once mora numerous and more dependent. 
Until the heavy :i.111n1igration of the thirties, 
89. 
factory workers were lal"gely youne; people 
from the fa~1s seeking.to better their lives 
by a few years in the factories, and in most 
cases this proved to be their transfor.L~ation 
( 90) 
from a rural to an urban people. 
The period betv1een 1815 and 1820, ''Jhich saw 
a post-viar depression and the dumping of 
British tex.tileson the Ame1 ... ican market, v1ere 
decisive ones for the textile indust17 because 
mills which survived these dark years were 
"generally fitted by location, mo..nagement, 
equiplilent and resoUl"Ces to continue the 
- - (91 ) 
industl"Y successfullyu. __ 
not only vras there in the generation before 
1820 an intellectual movement growing vigol"ously 
in the soil of Heo-Calvinism, but in addition 
90. Clark, History of Manufactures, Vol., I, p. 540. 
91~ Ibid., P• 543. 
90. 
Massachusetts had undergone a profound economic 
readjustment. He·w England was never to be quite 
the same after 1820. 
Many men living in close contact with the 
changes in the times understood their implica-
tions for the future. By 1820 tovms l.ike 
Ashburnham had whole sections called by the ( 92) 
rest of the townspeople· 11factory village". 
The historian of the tm·m of Bridgewater, 
writing in 1840, conrra.ented: 
It has always had the reputaJGion 
of a good farming tovm, and there-
fore might be supposed to be almost 
vTholly engaged in Husbandry, yet 
it abounds in mechanics and manu-
facturers., ( 93 ) 
92. Ezra s. Stearns, History of Ashburnham,, 
Ashburnham, 1887, p. 420. 
93. Mitchell Nahum, History of' Bridge·w·ater1 
Boston, 18401 P• 58. 
91. 
Brimfield was seeing factory-mrmed tenement 
( 94) 
houses erected by 1817. Surely this ·was 
a noticeable portent for the future. 
The historian of Clinton wrote of another 
factory village, a large new mill completed 
in 1819 and paternalism on the part of the 
(95) 
o1:vner •. 
In Douglas tenement houses were being built 
(96) 
by the mill o\vners in 1808, 1813 and 1819. 
Writing too late to have lmovm any contemporary 
obsGrvers of the changes, chroniclers of 
r,tlddlefield were more specific: 
The period following the vmr of 
1812 sav; great changes in the 
economic life of l.Io.ssachusetts, 
94. Historical Celebration of the Tovrn of 
Brim.i'ield, rJednesday, October 11, 1876, 
Springfield, l879, P• 154. 
95. Andre'tY Ford, History of the Origin of 
the To1·m of Clinton, Clinton, 1896, P• 160. 
96. William A. Emerson, H istory of Douglas, 
Boston, 1879, p. 245 .. 
and nowhere vrere they more in 
evidence than in the inland hill 
tovms of the westel"n pai>t of the 
State. ( 97 ) 
92. 
In the History of the Tovm of OJ~ord, a statement 
\·ras made alone the same lines: 
No event in the history of t;he 
tovm, viewed from a business 
standpoint, tvas so far-reachinr; 
and important in its results as 
that of the beginning of manu-
facturing at South Oxford by 
Iiil". Slater. Its i:tn:ritediate effect 
vms to give the --rJi ve s and dauGhters 
of the farmers ii'lhat they never 
before had, a 1neans of accumulating 
earnings outside household duties. ( 98 ) 
In area after area the teJ::tile mill was chane;ing 
the old Yankee farming communities and the mill 
tenement was chanr;inc; the factory ·workers; in 
short, a new pattern of life was being created. 
97. Edward Church and Philip TIT. Smith, A History 
of the Tm·m of Hiddlefield, Massachusetts, 
privately printed 1924, p. 141. 
98. George F. Daniels, History of the To~v.n of 
Oxford, Oxford, 1892. 
93. 
Emersont s Concord v1as not one of these tovms; 
its historians had no manufacturinG to chronicle 
of greater i~portance than hand-made pencils. 
The Concord of the Golden Age of nineteenth 
century New Ent;land vras perhaps one of the 
most famous towns of its size in .A.merica; 
certainly it was one of the most unusual. 
Its function as the cultural center, or at 
least the intellectual summer capital, of 
New EnGland caused it to be a focal point of 
all the main currents of New England thought. 
In the period of the eighteen-thirties the 
region was the center of more than a literary 
flowering; Nevi England vras throbbing '1.7i th 
more tl~ the cranial pulses of the transcen-
. -
dentalists and in fact rli th moi·e than the whirr 
of looms and spindles. 
The spirit of the Golden Age was humanitarian. 
American individualimn had never been more 
outgoing tovrard its fellow man, or not to 
--- :~ --- -_ 
94. 
slight Amelia, it;s fellow 1.7oman. Agitators 
for public schools, prison reform, abolition 
of slavery and ·women t s rights and societies 
of all types from the Shakers to Jolm Humphrey 
( ?!- ) 
Noyes t Oneida Col.imlUni ty were dedicated 
to perfecting man after their ovm image of 
God. 
~~ere was nothing new about humanitarianism 
and Nevr En.gland did not have a monopoly on it, 
but the sudden eYillibition of a social conscience 
on such a large scale, especially when connected 
with the grandiose expectations which charac-
terized this period, vias most remarkable. ~1e 
doings in the lives of the men and women of 
this period, as well as their dreams and 
aspirations, have been much described, but as 
~~- It is interesting to note in connection 
'·.ri th Hoyes and his doctrine of perfectabili ty 
that he \"las a member of the Society of the 
Bretl~en, and the self-criticism so important 
to Oneida was derived fl"Om this experience. 
95. 
is often the case with the much-described, 
the question of origins -- the big question 
of "why" -- remains unansv,rered. 
In the case of the Golden Age of New England 
it is necessary to look no further than to 
the supposedly sterile early republican years 
to observe that change and growth 1."lere very 
much in the wind. The religious revival and 
the Growth of te;::.tile mills have been described; 
these two movements considered together should 
help considerably in explaininG the 11 vrhy11 of 
the humanitarianism so characteristic of the 
Flm"Tering of New England and may indeed explain 
why the "flovrering" took place in New EnGland 
and not along the Delaware or the Potomac. 
~e have already noted that the foreign 
missionary movement was contrary to the spirit 
of ortheda;;:, Calvinism and there is, in fact, 
lit; tle doubt but that the en~Ghusiasm for 
96o 
missionary activity arose from the same sort 
of feelings which later motivated prison 
refor.mers and abol~tionists. It is well 
known that concern for the welfare of one's 
fellow man often does not begin at -_home, and 
the foreign missionary movement would certainly 
seem to have represented the first stirrings 
of tne New England conscience toward the great 
burst of humanitarianism it was to display 
in the following generatione 
We have described, too, the beginnings of 
textile manufacturing, and it ha·s been noted 
that missionary activity and textile manufac-
turing began at the same time and kept pace with 
each other in development until_l820. New England 
was the first industrial section of the United 
States, and unlike other later and eventually 
greater industrial sections it was populated 
almost entirely by a homogeneous stock, heavily 
97. 
imbued ·with a more or less uniform set of 
ideas. Hew England r1as not yet the Smel til~ 
Pot and in this particular environment, under 
these particular circumstances., such a tremendous 
outburst of' humanitarian zeal can have been no 
coincidenceli 
CHAPTER II 
Part Two 
The Attitude of the Textile Man~acturer 
as seen in his 
Actions-and Literature 
98. 
An analysis of the attitudes of the manufacturers 
of the period is much more difficult than an 
analysis of the attitudes of the missionary 
movement leaders, for the latter were highly 
articulate and the amount of written material 
they left behind them is large. The manufacturers 
were not engaged in proselytizing and only seldom 
gave speeches. These were rarely reprinted and 
used as tracts. Still, they did petition the 
legislature from t~e to time for charters, 
relief from taxes, and the like, and there is 
a record of an occasional speech. Also, their 
actions can be analyzed with some profit, as 
an indication of the attitudes they held toward 
society. 
Newspapers of the period are useless for giving 
expression to popular opinion of that kind or 
even for reporting the most elemental of local 
news. They were addicted to copying articles 
from larger papers and magazines and giving news 
of only national importance. As the historian 
of the Hampshire Gazette, Northampton, Massachusetts, 
explained it there was no need for printing local 
news and opinions as ~ossip traveled faster than 
( 99 } 
the printed page. 
There was frequent public recognition of the 
growing importance of manufacturing. By 1810 
Albert Gallatin, the financial statesman of 
the anti-Hamiltonians, found it necessary to 
take a long look at the progress made by manu-
facturing• and although he devoted much time 
in his report to handicrafts he indicated 
startlingly the fulfillment of one of Hamiltonts 
-fond dreams when in his Report from the Secretary 
( J.oo) 
of the Treasury on the Subject of Manufactures 
he noted that every eight hundred spindles 
99. 
100. 
Hampshire Gazette, Centennial Issue, 
lfc>i>t'h8mPton1 Sept·. 6 6 1886, P• 15, col. 3. 
Albert Gallatin, Report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury on the Subject or Manufactures, 
Boston, 1810. 
100. 
employed on the average :rive men and thirty-
:Cive women and children. 
Massachusetts had taken public notice o:r the 
impor.tance o:r manuf'acturing at an even earlier 
date. In 1803 Governor Caleb Strong, in a 
message to the legislature, painted a rosy 
picture o:r the happy state o:r a:r:rairs in 
Massachusetts:: 
This state o:r society is favorable 
to public happiness and must give 
peculiar pleasure to you, Gentlemen, 
as it prevents the embarrassments 
which you might experience in a 
more unprosperous condition, and 
renders your legislative duties 
easy and agreeable. ~le in other 
nations the attention o:r their 
governments has been necessary to 
secure the people against the danger 
o:r want, in this State the production 
o:r the soil, by th? :ravor o:r Divine 
Providence, have been abundant :Cor 
many successive years. ( 101) 
101. Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, 1803, p. 969. 
~o~. 
Arte~ desc~ibing the contempo~a~y tur.moil o~ 
Eu~ope, he continued: 
To gua~d against the inconvenience 
I have mentioned and to insu~e a 
demand fo~ the produce or our soil, 
which will not be arrected by 
external events, and at the '.Same 
time to render us less dependent 
upon foreign nations, it is wise 
policy to encourage ou~ own manu-
racturers. ( ~02) 
.. ·~ 
Governo~ St.rong then went on to outline a policy 
which was a signirioant indieation or the interest 
being shown in the subject of manufactures at such 
an ear~y date. He said: 
~02. 
~03. 
The duties imposed by the genera~ 
Government on the importation or 
foreign articles operate as a bounty 
upon our own manufactures, but stil~ 
it may be ~equisite fo~ the State 
Government to do something to en-
courage this specie of industry; 
and even to afford pecuniary assistance 
to pe~sons who are engaged in intro-
ducing new b~anches. (~03) 
Ibid., P• 970. 
& 
102. 
Actually, ~or more th~ a decade Massachusetts 
and other New England states had been aiding 
new factories in a rather haphazard way. In 
1794 a resolution was signed by the New Haven 
legislature for a lottery to assist the rnd11 
at Bradleyts Mill, in what is now Westville, 
' - ( 104) . 
Connecticut. .. When one recalls that 
lotteries were used frequently at that t~e 
to promote useful enterprises it is clear that 
the early attitude in this area toward textile 
factories di~fered considerably from that of 
the present day. The introduction of a new 
~actory was considered by all concerned to be 
an event so much in the public interest that 
the instigators and promoters of the project 
. were regarded as being public benefactors. 
Also, o~ course, the early m~ufacturers con-
sidered themselves philanthropists and the risk 
o~ their capital in such a venture granted them 
a kind of superior virtue. For exrunple, the 
104. B%gnal1, Textile Industries of the United States, p. 191. 
103. 
petition or John Manning and others ror a 
lottery to help rinance a mill at Ipswich in 
1791 stated: 
••• that the large and ancient town 
or Ipswich.$.has become very poor, 
having contracted a very heavy debt 
to carry on the late war, and 
having a very large proportion 
of the town poor to support, which 
are daily increasing, and little 
or no business carried on in said 
town except the culture or the 
ground, and almost all the farms 
having been divided and subdivided 
so as to yield little more than a 
supply or provisions for the owners, 
and, being so fUll of inhabitants, 
is well calculated ror a manufacturing 
town. ( 105) 
Actually, the idea of useru1ly employing the 
worthy poor had long been considered philanthropical. 
The Society for Encouraging Industry and Employing 
the Poor was organized in 1751 by a group of the 
most prominent men in the Massachusetts Bay.Frovi~9e, 
including J~~s Bowdoin, Edward Bromfield, Nicholas 
Boylston, Harrison Grey, Thomas Hancock and many 
105. Ibid., PP• 194-195. 
104. 
others. When they ~vested in ~i~ty shares 
each o~ this venture, these gentlemen d~d not 
expect any large ~inancial return and, as a 
matter o~ fact, did not receive much in the 
several years o~ the Society's existence. 
-
In 1753 a sermon was preached in commemoration 
o~ the second anniversary o~ the ~ounding of 
the Society, and a collection which netted 
$453 was taken up to help de~ray expenses. 
The only real aid that the worthy poor received 
~rom the Society was ~ree instruction in the 
art o~ spinning, which resulted in some ~ree 
(106 ) 
labor ~or the Society•s ~actory •. 
The Society itsel~ was o~ no signi~icance in 
the technological development of cloth mak~g, 
but the ~act that it was originally established 
to aid the poor is most important in that it 
provides an indication of the long-standing associa~ 
tion between philanthropy and manu~acturing enterprises. 
106. Ibid., p. 43. 
-
105. 
By January of 1823 there had been a total 
of one hundred and f9rty-nine acts passed 
incorporating manufacturing companies to an 
( 10'7) 
aggregate capitalization of $16,Geo,ooo._ 
The only considerable body of literature~Which 
gives any glimpse at all into the attitudes 
of thousands of men who invested their money 
in these enterprises lies in the petitions 
to the Massachusetts legislature. A sampling 
of these petitions shows quite clearly that 
the majority of these men were not, in their 
-conscious thinking at least, visibly concerned 
with the relationship between their manufacturing 
establishments and the general welfare of the 
Commonwealth. T.he petition of Eliphalet Slack, 
Oliver Starkweather and others representing the 
Rehoboth Cotton Manufactory merely pleaded for 
tax exemption on the grounds that the other 
107. Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, 1823, 
dovernoris Message, January, 18231 P• 557. 
106. 
mill in Rehoboth had already been granted 
such exemption by the town at the last Tow.n 
( 108) 
Meeting. 
Many more~ such as the Oxford Cotton Manu-
. ( 109) 
racturing Company~ the ~lmm1ngton Cotton 
(110) 
Manuracturin~ Company 6 .. and the Wellington ( 111) . . 
Cotton Mill~ were petitioning for permission 
to incorporate already existing combinations 
or capital, and gave as their reasons for 
incorpora~ion the desire· to expand their 
operations, sometimes even going so far · 
as to say specifically. as did the Hop~ton 
Company1 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 
J"une14,J13o5, mss. iri Massac]iusetts Archives. 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 5 1 
June 131 l815, mss. in Massachusetts Archives. 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 126 June 171 1816, mss. in Massachusetts Archives. 
Massachuwetts Acts and Resolves, .Chapter 611 October 6 1 1814, mss. lli Massachusetts Archives. 
-----.r.~- ~ •.. 
Furthermore, the interest o~ 
each individual belonging to 
said company wil~ not be secure 
unless incorporated. (~12) 
~07. 
Some o~ the petitions obviously reflected the 
larger issues of' the day• such as Je:ff'erson•s 
. -
embargo. The petition of William Walker and 
associates on behalf of the Lenox eotton, Woolen 
and Linen Mill stated quite simply: "The present 
appears to be a very profitable time :for 
(113) 
establishing factories.". 
Another matter of curre~t interest, of considerably 
less importance to be sure than Jefferson's embargo, 
-
was the intense but short-lived fad for raising 
merino sheep, mentioned by Simon Larned and f"ifty-
one other ~abitants of Fittsfield in petitioning 
for the incorporation of the Pittsfield Woolen 
( .ll4) 
and Cotton Factory •.. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
. Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 52, 
J'une M, IS11, :m.ss. in Massachusetts Ar~hives. 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 89, 
March 4, iao9, mss. iri Massachusetts Archives. 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 83, 
March 4, IS09, mss. iii Massachusetts Archives. 
J.oa. 
The expression of pious sentiments that the 
proposed factory was going to be of great 
benefit to the state and to the nation as 
-a whole was sometimes encountered, however. 
For exrumple, S&muel Kellogg and others, in 
asking the legislature for permission to 
incorporate the Hoosack Cotton, Woolen and 
Linen Manufacturing Company, stated: 
••• that in many parts of the United 
States where similar works have been 
here to fore initio (sic) they have 
been found highly beneficial to the 
public by the saving of labor and 
the emplo-;yment of lands not adapted 
to the arduous labors of husbandry, 
and at the present time while we 
are deprived of the accustomed 
intercourse with :foreign nations ••• ( ll5) 
T.he eighteen signers of the petition in behalf 
of the Orange Cotton Factory Companymanf'ully 
announced: 
Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 871 
March 4, 1so9, mss. in MassacHusetts Archives. 
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Whereas amidst the embarras sm.ent 
of our commerce ab~oad your peti-
tioners conceive it to be their 
duty (and are _willing to cast in 
theirmite) to encourage useful 
manufactures at home. (116) 
The petitioners for the Norfolk Cotton Manufactory 
said: 
Large sums of money are annually 
expended by the people of this 
Commonwealth in the purchase of 
:xnanuf'actured cotton much of which 
money is sent to foreign countries 
.~.[plead§] great utility to the 
public in lesse~g our dependence 
on foreign countries; in serving the 
arm. of industry. in our own country • (1J.7) 
Although this was long before the organized persua-
siveness of the National Association of Manufacturers 
and other such orga.rrl.zations, it was nevertheless 
J.16# Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 10• 
June 13. isio, mss. in Massachusetts Archives. 
ll7. Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, Chapter 139, 
March 1·2, 1808, mss. in Massachusetts .. .Archives. 
·' 
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J.J.o. 
America and nothing couJ.d occur without the 
~ormation o~ same sort o~ society to honor 
it. Such a society was the Rhode Island 
Society ~or the Encouragement o:r Domest:te 
Industry. There was delivered be~ore this 
- -body on October 20, 1824 an address which became 
~amous enough to be cited by several early 
writers of histories of the textile ~actories, 
and it is the first such oration whirih seems 
-to have been printed. 
The orator was William Hunter, who had been a 
. -
senator ~ram Rhode Island ~rom 1812 to 1820 and 
was later to become Ambassador to Brazil under 
Jackson and Van Buren. Hunter had failed to 
be re-elected to the Senate in 1820 because, 
recognizing the usefulness of the ~riendship 
o~ the cotton South to the flourishing textile 
industry o~ New EngliUld, he had voted in favor 
of the Missouri Compromise. He brought his 
speech be~ore the Rhode Island Society for the 
·. ·~ v 
1~~-
Encouragement o~ Domestic Industry to a 
ringing close by painting the following 
picture of the importance o:r man~acturing: 
. Why should it [capitai} not -seek 
a re-investment in manu~actures? 
••• What would a great man, a 
nobleman by nature, (we have none 
by birth) with a strong natural 
inte11ect6 with the suggestions 
and ~acu.l tie·s. o:r connn.on sense, 
surpassing as they do those o:r 
artificial education, and arriving 
by a direct and rapid process o~ 
its own at those foreknown results, 
and rapid conclusions which it is 
the only aim of the best education 
to reach -- what would such a man 
possessed of amp~e means in money, 
in land, in character, do at or 
very near this present spot, in 
the present state of our affairs, 
i'or his own honour, his own pros-
perity, and for that of his own . 
dear native land? What wouJ.d JOHN 
BROWN now do, if' he were here at. 
the age of thirty, with all his 
~iberality of feeling, elastici.ty 
of spirit, unconquerable energy 
of character and amplitude of 
resources •••• ? The same prophetic 
~pulse that taught him to begin 
the American Revolution by the 
attack on the Gaspee ••• the same 
ardour which fired b±m in procuring 
the adoption of the Federal Consti-
tution would direct, animate and 
sustain him now, in this new ••• bu.t 
hardly less interesting crisis 
o~ national condition •••• He would 
have engaged in, he would have 
encouraged manu~actures. (118) 
112. 
Actually, this argument in behal~ o~ the manu-
~acturers was called ~orth by the ~ight over 
the protective tari~~ which waged ~uriously 
in the early decades o~ the century. Statements 
like the ~ollowi~ were heard ~requently in 
Congress: 
"·· 
119. 
what was it sir tha~ enabled 
this little island LEnglanoJ 
to maintain a bloody contest 
o~ more than twenty years with 
the colossal power o~ Napoleon 
--- Sir, it was the prosperous 
condition o~ her manu~actures. 
Yet we are told that manu~actures 
are to ruin commerce, tax agricul-
ture and destroy the revenue. (119) 
William. Hunter, Annual Add:r?ess delivered 
be~ore the Rhode Island Society for the 
Encouragement o~ Domestic Industrz, 
Providence, 1826, pp. 29-31. 
Andrew Stewart, 11Speech on the Bill ~or the 
Protection o~ Wool and Woolen Manu~acturers", 
House o~ Representatives, Feb. 1, 1827, Register 
o~ Debates in Congress, Washington, 1829, Vol. III, 
P• 905. 
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In 1811 George Savage White, a c·lergyman, emi-
grated ~rom England and came to America. He 
settled at first in Tiverton, Rhode Island, 
and because of his extreme interest in every-
thing that was going on around him soon became 
well acquainted with Srumuel Slater and other 
influential manufacturers in New England. 
Later, when he retired from the ministry, he 
settled down in Brooklyn, Connecticut to write 
religious books, articles urging various reforms 
and~ last but not least, his monumental Memoir 
of Samuel Slater, which-had the interesting 
subtitle, uThe father of American Manufactures, 
connected with a History of the Rise and Progress 
of the Cotton Manufacture in England ann America, 
with Remarks on the Moral Influence o~ Manufac-
tories in .the United States.n 
~te very definitely stated that much of the 
information in his book was gathered in conver-
sation with Slater himself, often on the occasion 
of visits that Slater made to White in Connecticut. 
There is then no doubt about White's under-
-
standing o~ and sympathy with the manu~acturing 
movement in the area. It is interesting to 
note that this early historian o~ the textile 
mill was also a man who was vitally concerned 
with social re~orm. 
An incident in Wbitets life illustrates his 
militant stand on social issues. A Miss Prudence 
Crandall operated a private school ~or young 
ladies at Canterbury, Connecticut, where she 
admitted a young Negro girl as a student. This 
upset the ~athers o~ the state so much that they _ 
passed a law forbidding the admittance o~ Negro 
students who were not residents o~ Connecticut 
to schools in the state. White ~ought this law 
violently and continued to advocate Miss Crandall's 
cause long ~ter her school had been broken up as 
( 120) 
a result of the incident. 
120. Jobn o. Kimball, Connecticut Canterbury 
Tale, Hartford, Conn., 1889, P• 36 ?f. 
. -
S. J. May, Some Recollections of our .Anti-
Slavery Conflict, Boston, 1869, pp. 66-70. 
Ellen D. LarnedL History of Windsor, Connecticut, 
Windsor, 1894, voi. II, pp. 490-502. 
- :~,-:--_~""'~:-:::--~~-.:·-:"?-<' 
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White, even more clearly than William Hunter 
in his address in Rhode Island, pictured the 
progress of manufacturing as the sure sign 
of the coming amelioration of all of mants 
-
social and private ills and w-ants. In his 
chapter on the ttMora1 Influence of Manu.t'ac-
-
toriesl!' he said: 
OUr day has witnessed the sur-
prising effects of the ingenuity 
of man, in calling into existence 
and putting into operation labour 
saving machines. If it would be 
in reality promoting human 
existence and happiness in our 
present character and condition, 
that our food should come to us 
ready madeJ our conveyances already 
in motion and our understandings 
already improved -- the nearer we 
approach such a state of things, 
the better. (121) 
Significantly, White was interested in Slater 
as a ph1.1antbropist as well, and he had much 
121. G. S. White, Memoir of Samuel Slater, 
Philadelphia, 1835, Secona Edftion, p. 115. 
to say about the frumous Slater Sunday Schools, 
pointing out that it was Slater who introduced 
this English idea to the United States and 
that the adoption of the idea by the churches 
(122) 
began in Pawtucket and spread from there._ 
White also told of Slater's general interest in 
education: 
In addition to these schools for 
Sunday instruction, the establish-
ment and supp-ort of connnon day 
schools was promoted at all the 
manufacturies in which Mr. Slater 
was interested, and in some cases 
the teachers were wholly paid by 
himseli'. ( 123) 
White summed up this aspect of Slater by saying: 
122. 
123. 
A strict though mild and paternal 
scrutiny of the conduct of the 
Ibid., p. 107. 
_....... 
Ibid., P• 108. 
working people was maintained, 
and prudent and e~rectual regu-
lation against disorderly and 
~oral behavior secured the 
peace, harmony and quiet or the 
mill companies •••• The introduction 
or Manuracturing was thus in every 
place a harbinger or moral and 
intellectual improvement. ( 124) 
There were rew men connected with the early 
development or the textile industry who were 
well enough known to be noted for their 
philanthropy, but the few who were men of 
great prestige all showed marked similarity 
to Slater in their attitudes. 
After the war o~ 1812 Fr~cis Cabot Lowell 
superseded Samuel Slater in his position as 
the most important figure in the textile 
(125) 
~dustry. He had been inspired by the mills 
124. 
125. 
Ibid., P• 108. 
___. 
Harold. Hutcheson, Tench Coxet.A Study in 
American Economic Develotmen ,_ J'ohris 
l!opkllis :Press, 1938, P• 43. . . 
. . 
Caroline F. Ware, The Earll New England 
Cotton Manufacture, Boston, !931, p. 19. 
118. 
at Lancaster, England where f.'or several 
weeks he stood f.'or hours, day after day, 
completely absorbed ~ watching the machines 
in the cotton mills and asking numberless 
(126) 
questions of owners and operators. 
Lowell, also, can be clearly classified with 
the humanitarians. It is not known f'or certain 
whether or not he visited Lanarek to see the 
(127) 
model system of Robert Owen, but it is known 
that he was m~ch concerned with the character 
and health of workers in general, and the 
owen eXperiment was so well known that everyone 
in the textile industry must have heard about 
it. The well known humanitarianism of the 
early Lowell period is directly attributable 
to the inrluence of Francis Cabot Lowell. 
Francis himself died ~ 1817 but his brother, 
Jolm, and the others in the group which :founded 
126. 
127. 
Ferris G~eans~et, ·The Lowells and- Their Seven 
Worlds, Boston, 1946, pp. 126-127 •. 
Ibid., P• 159. 
,.,:-:.:.c~~-::_~ -..-~"''0-'.-
-- '~-...:: -
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the Lowell mills named them ai'ter Francis Lowell 
not only in recognition of his contributions to 
the technology of the industry (which in reality 
were mostly the work of Paul Moody, who designed 
the mill machinery) but mostly in honor of his 
(128) 
humanitarian spirit as a mill operator •. 
Renee, Francis Cabot Lowell was the inspiration 
behind the i'lourisbing society of literate young 
ladies that iDhab~ted Lowell in the thirties and 
forties. Actually, although John Lowellts in-
.. 
fluence as a textile manufacturer did not begin 
until after 1820, he too was definitely a philan-
thropist and humanitarian. Greenslet characterized 
him as havin~ led a life 9 almost dedicated to 
. ( 129) 
good works 11 .-. 
There were, as well as the men in New England 
who were actually engaged in manufacturing, many 
128. 
129. 
Ibid., P• 160. 
---
Ibid., p. 140. 
---
120. 
non-participants in the industry who were also 
enthusiastically advocating the industrialization 
o:r the United States and who were very optimistic 
about the benefits human society would in the 
future derive from the factories. 
Two o:r these men were the Philadelphians, Tench 
Coxe and Math~w Garey, Who :rounded the Philadelphia 
. ( 130 ) 
Manufacturing Society. Eoth looked to 
manufacturing to help solve_ the evils of slavery. 
Coxe hoped that cotton culture, which he advocated 
as a cure for the economic ills of the South, 
would gradually disperse the slaves throughout 
the United States as a preparatory measure to 
abolition. In reference to slavery ~ the South 
he said that southerners were ftplaced betwixt 
{ 13J.) 
Scylla and Charybdis without a pilot n. 
130. Hutcheson, Tench Goxe1 p. 164. 
131. Ibid., pp. 188-189. 
-
121. 
It is significant that Coxe, an ardent advocate 
of manufacturing as an antidote for all the 
national ills from slavery to unsatisfactory 
commercial relations with the rest of the 
world, had strong feelings on the subject of 
the welfare of' the workers. In 1804 he explicitly 
noted that: 
To excite the citizens to industry 
without deviating into slavery or 
oppression on the one hand, or 
auf'fering them to sink into idleness 
and consequent barbarism on the 
other, is the standard by which 
the great Statesmen ought to be 
motivated. ( 132} 
In seeing a very bright future for the indus-
trialized United States, Coxe•s optimism as an 
·economist was notably at variance with the 
pessimism of' the classical economists with whom 
(133) 
he constantly disagreed. 
132. Tench .Ooxe; An Es sat on the Manufacturi~ 
1nterest of the Uri! ed States, Phliade~ a, 
1so4, P• 5. 
l 
Hutcheson, Tench Coxe, P• 196. 
Mathew Carey, the other Philadelphian, was 
even more specifically a champion of manu-
facturing than Coxe. His allegiance to the 
cause was the result of particular concern 
with the problems of working men and, like 
Coxa, he thought that the existence of slavery 
in the United States was an evil of alarming 
(134 } 
proportions.. Carey also specifically 
objected to the callous attitude toward the 
poor expressed by the Manchester school ot 
economists, which was written into the New 
English Poor Law of 1832. In 1835, he 
attempted to prove, in a pamphlet which he 
called Letter on the Condition of the Poor, 
that to censure the poor for being extravagant 
and dissipated was both unjust and untrue. 
Re went to great lengths to cite specific 
K. W. Rowe, Mathew Carey, a Study in 
American Economic Development, Johns 
Hopkins P.ress, 1932, pp. 55-57 •. 
inst~ces of the worthy poor in Philadelphia 
and to explain that their suf'tering and hard-
( 135) 
ships had no relationship to incompetence. 
It is also possible to attest to the philan-
thropic character of some of' the other men in 
the textile industry. William Bartlett, the 
promoter of the pre-Slater exper~ent at Byf'ield, 
was a self'-made Newburyport merchant whose 
philanthropy led him to give large sums to 
Harvard Divinity School, Amherst, Williams and, 
by the t~e of' his death, $250 1 000 to Andover 
Theological Seminary. Bartlett was Vice-President 
of' the American Education Society as well as 
being interested in many other organizations, 
but his pr~ary interest was in the foreign 
missionary movement. . The preamble to the act 
of' incorporation for the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, passed by 
the Massachusetts legislature on June 20 1 1812, 
Mathew Carey, Letter on Condition of the 
~~ Philadelphia, !835, ~0 pp., passim. 
1.24. 
began nth the phrase: "Whereas William 
( 1.36) 
Bartlett and others have been a.ssociated ••• u_ 
Another example was Moses Brown or Providence, 
who gave Slater his start and was from that time 
on interested in textile manufacturing. As 
befitting-his Quaker beliefs he had a reputation 
as a humanitarian and a philanthropist. He had 
undergone a dramatic conversion to abolitionimn 
as early as 1773 when, while prayLng at the 
grave of his recently deceased wife~ he realized 
that slavery was wrong and promptly freed his 
( 1.37) 
own slaves. His conscience was so tender 
that he took care of the slaves he had freed, 
because he relt it his duty to provide for 
those who had not been taught to provide for ( 138 ) 
themselves. His was the kind of active 
humanitarianism which led him, in spite of his 
136• Bagnall., Textile Industries of the United 
States, pp. 204=2o6. 
1.37. James Augustine, Moses Brown~ Providence, 
1.8921 P• 13. 
1.38. Ibid., p. 14. 
~25. 
poor health and physical rrailty, to put 
b±mselr at the head of a group which was 
attempting to feed the hungry and homeless 
behind the. battle lines in the Revolution 
and to try to pass ~ person through the 
American and BJ:>itish lines on his selr-
. ( 139) 
appointed mission. 
In the early days or manufacturing$ however, 
men of such prominence were not often asso-
ciated with the industry. Such association 
had to wait until the Lawrences, and even-
tually all the Boston merchant aristocracy, 
began to emulate the Lowells and invest in 
the lucrative cotton mills. Most of the men 
who operated or financed textile mills in 
the early decades were men of only m9derate 
wealth and they have left behind them little 
inror.mation about their attitudes toward either 
their industry or society in general. None of 
139. Ibid., P• 34. 
126 .. 
these men is mentioned in any of the-bio-
graphical encyclopediae ~ and very few are 
even mentioned by nrune in the histories of 
their towns. Undoubtedly this paucity of 
available material is caused in part by the 
lack of interest taken in them as a class by 
the professional compilers of information. 
It was not until 1851 that Forbes and Green 
( 140) 
compiled The Rich Men of Massachusetts, 
and this slender volume contains so little 
specific information in the biographical 
sense as to render it practically worthless 
for the present purpose. 
It is, then~ obviously impossible to generalize 
about the character and attitudes of these small 
town merchants. About all that can be done is 
to assume that they approved of the few articu-
late defenses which were made of the textile 
industry~ and that they believed, at least in 
140. Forbes and Green, The Rich Men of Massachusetts, 
Boston, 1851, gB;ss.im. 
127. 
part, in the optimistic attitude toward 
progress and human betterment shared by 
their spokesmen and the leaders o~ the 
mdssionary movement. There is no reason 
to suspect them o~ deterministic other-
worldliness or the Calvinistic belie~ in 
the pre-ordained destiny of man. They must, 
in ~act, have surely been in accord with 
the spirit o£ the missionary men when they 
expressed, as White and the others did, the 
opinion that the example and opportunities 
~or education, work and thri~t of~ered by 
living in a ~actory village, would o~ 
neqessity improve the character o~ the 
working man, which was ~requ.ently pictured 
as quite depraved until given the Slaterville 
treatment o~ benevolence which secured the 
Hpea.ce, harmony and quiet o~ the mill companies." 
Fortunately, there exists another means o~ 
determining the attitudes o~ the men and women 
.• _--~·,·"<"·--:.. .._~----~ -~ 
128. 
who were participating in the early stages 
of the Industrial Revolution. It has already 
been indicated that the foreign missionary 
movement was a forerunner of the later 
humanitarian reform movements and that in 
spite of the ~blical idiom used by the 
missionaries they were already talking like 
typical mid-nineteenth century Unopian 
reformers. If then, it can be established 
that the chief support of the missionary 
fervor came from the population of the manu-
facturing centers, the connection between 
humanitarianism and industrialism in their 
early beginnings will be clear. 
CHAPTER III 
An Analysis 
o:f 
The Economic Suppor~ 
Given to the 
Foreign Missionary Movement 
When the Norwich and New London Foreign ~s­
sienary Society held its Fi.ft_ieth Anniversary 
meeting ~ Norwich in 1862, its officers did 
some research on their records .for the past 
.fifty years and came up with· some depressing 
information .for the .fait~ul assembled before 
them. 
The Society, which had been .founded in 1812, 
grew very rapidly and by 1818 it had completed 
its period of rapid growth. In that year the 
Norwich and New London Society was one of the 
.fifty large auxiliaries to the American Board; 
there were two hundred smaller auxiliaries as 
well. By 1830 a marked decline in revenue had 
been noted and, although the Norwich and New 
London group was still active, many of the 
important subscribers to the Board were not 
making any remittances at all. The treasurer 
added that it was during 1830 that the large 
numbers of re.for.m movements began to agitate 
_-,__ .. 
130. 
the minds of New Englanders, and although 
he took com£ort from the observation that 
the American Board and the missionary enter-
prise in generaJ. seemed to have been instru-
mental in stimulating the spirit· of philanthropy 
which had flowered so lustily in the past 
generation, he regretted that the missionary 
enterprise had apparently been abandoned by 
its supporters as they turned their enthusiasms 
( J.4J.) 
to such movements as anti-slavery. The . 
treasurer went on with-his description of the 
Society• s financial plight, and in his concluding 
-
remarks made this statement: 
141. 
On comparing the returns from 
the different parts ef the State 
it appears that the rural dis-
tricts contribute less in propor-
tion to their numbers and their 
wealth than the manufacturing and 
commercial districts ••• and in 
these districts the spirit· of 
philanthropy seems to have taken 
131. 
hold in the towns more than in 
cities. This remark is believed 
to be applicable to the country 
at large. ( 142) 
It is interesting to note that it was in the 
towns that industrialization had been taking 
place in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
Connecticut. Could it be that a more tender 
social consoience_was being nurtured by the 
economic forces which brought the factory 
system to New England? It is weli kno.wn 
that the demands of the working man were very 
important in the raf'orm. movements of the 
thirties and forties, particularly in 
reference to the fight for a free public school 
system. The New England Association of Far.mers, 
Mechanics and other Workingmen put ~hild labor 
and education high up on their list of desired 
( 143) 
reforms. 
142. 
143. 
Ibid., PP• 15-16. 
--
J. R. Commons and Associates, Histor~ of 
Labour in the United States, New Yor , 16 vols&, 
1918, Vol. I, P• 321. 
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M~ah of the friction between the native New 
Englanders and the immigrants who began 
arriving ~ large numbers ~ the late eighteen-
twenties was caused by the lack of sympathy 
felt by the emigrant peasant peoples from 
Ireland and Europe for the ref'e:rm. movements 
so dear to the hearts of' the native population. 
This factor is one of' the reasons why the 
labor movement itself' was slow to develop 
from its pro~sing beginnings in the early 
nineteenth century. It seems entirely likely 
that the conditioning undergone by the native 
factory worker made him more conscious of' 
social justice than his agricultural neighbor~ 
the agrarian whom Jefferson praised so lavishly 
when be said: 
Those who labor in the earth 
. are the chosen people of God 
if ever He had a chosen people 
whose breasts he has made his 
peculiar deposit for substantial 
and genuine virtue -- corruption 
·of' morals in the mass of cultivators 
is a phenomenon of Which no age 
nor nation bas 1'urni shed us an 
example •••• Let ou~ workshops 
remain in Europe. (144 ) 
Likely as the thesis seems that the Industrial 
Revolution brought with it the conditions which 
stirred New Englanders into the refor.m movements 
of mid=century and that the missionary movement 
was a forerunner of such refor.ms, it must rest 
on more tangible evidence than thus far presented. 
Some connection beyond the arbitrary one of 
coincidence has been established between the 
missionary movement and the Industrial Revolu-
tion. If the generalizations of the treasurer's 
report for 1862 of the Norwich and New London 
Missionary Society can be found to be true# 
then an even more definite connection can be 
noted. Fortunately, there is in existence 
a considerable ~ount of statistical information 
which ean be used to test this assertion. 
144 .. Thomas Jefferson, Notes on Vi~~inia, ~ue~ 
XIX, quoted from The Co~lete ef'f'erson, · 
arranged and assembled ~ Saul E. Padover~ 
New York, 1943, pp. 678-679. 
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The Fourth Census, taken in 18206 included 
a report on manufacturers and by a series 
of fortuitous accidents the returns for this 
report are still preserved in the National 
Archives. Although J"obn ,Quincy Adams is 
reputed to have scoffed at this census as 
being unreliable, it does contain a considerable 
amount of valuable material. It is of course 
evident upon ex~ation of the returns that 
the census was not taken with any great amount 
o:f diligence and skill; the takers had to 
make up their own :forms for the fourteen questions 
asked, resulting in a lack of uniformity wbdch 
makes the returns slip=shod in appearance, and 
it is fairly common to find notatio~s that 
certain information as to number of hands or 
amount o:f goods produced was refused by the 
owner or supervisor of a :factory. The returns 
for Massachusetts did not include any o:f the 
towns in Essex :County,. but the returns for the 
rest of the state were fairly complete. In 
135. 
addition to the census data on the number 
and location o~ ~actories there are also 
available ror reference various town histories 
and Joseph Worcesterls Gazeteer. 
Also, the American Board o~ Commissioners ~or 
Foreign Missions printed in i~s annual reports 
each year the amounts of money received in 
donations, giving the local society from which 
the donations came as well as the name of the 
donor, i~ known. For purposes o:r comparison, 
then, there is the fair amount o~ information 
available on the numbers and locations o~ 
the textile mills in Massachusetts in 1820 
and the treasurer•s report of the American 
Board f'or the years 1819 and 1820, and we 
can see whether the textile regions contributed 
more money per capita to the ~ssionary movement 
than the agricultural areas. 
136. 
* Appendix I contains a 1ist o:f' a11 the towns 
in the Fourth Census :f'or Massachusetts, wi.th 
the e:x:aeptions noted :1.n the e.x.p1anation 
accompanying this AppendLx. The 1ist indicates 
the popuJ.ation o:f' eaoh town and the rumount o:f' 
money it contributed to either the American 
Board or the Baptist ~ssionary Society. 
In addition there is 1isted the assessed 
valuation of each town, according to the 
~igttres in the Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, 
. . . 
February 14~ 1814. Each tow.n has been classi-
~ied as to whether it contained a texti1e mil1 
or mills, manufacturing other than textile, 
commercial activity, or was predominantly 
engaged in agriculture or fishing. 
Olassi:f'ication o:f' the towns has been made by 
reference to the Fourth Census, the available 
town histories and the extremely useful 
Gazeteer c0mpiled by Joseph Worcester in 1817. 
i~ In the interests of clarity of presentation, 
footnotes :f'or statistical iriror.mation have 
been omittea from-the £ollowing pages and 
the documentation is compiled separate1y 
in the Appendix. 
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Worcester o~ten indicated the existence o~ 
cotton or wooJ.en mills which were not men-
tioned in the other sources o~ i~or.mation. 
It is un£ortunate that the State o~ Massachusetts 
was not, at this early date, very much interested 
in the campiJ.ation o~ contemporary statistics; 
there was a report made at irregular intervals 
on tlie financial status o~ banks in the 
commonweaJ.th, but only ~ragments o~ two abstracts 
for the years 1809 and 1816 remain, and these 
have not been kept in the State-Archives but 
in the library of the Harvard -Business School. 
These abstracts not only do not ~ention the 
to'!Jms in which the banks were located but state 
only their capitalization, not their net worth, 
and consequently are not particularly useful 
even as secondary in1'or.mation. 
It has been possibJ.e to locate at least one 
textile mill in fi~ty-nine of the two hundred 
and seventy-three to'!Jms listed in the Appendix. 
Of these fifty-nine towns forty-eight were 
.. ~·- ... ~-.- . .,.;--
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men-tioned as having contributed to one or 
the other of the missionary societies. In 
other words, eighty-one percent of the 
textiJ.e towns we~e represented in the J.ist 
of contributions. It is interest~g to note 
that there were onJ.y four towns containing 
J.arge textile operations which were not 
contributors to the- Inissionary movement: 
Watertown, Northbridge, Fairhaven and Troy. 
Northbridge was surrounded by Uxbridge, DudJ.ey 
and Sutton, aJ.J. of which were textile towns 
in 1820 and were mentioned on the missionary 
J.ists. Troy, which no J.onger exists as a 
town, was near the mouth of the TauntanRiver 
as it amerged into Mount Rope Bay, and contaiaed 
the nucleus of what was later to become the 
large textile city of Fall River. In 1820, 
however, it was a tiny coastal. vilJ.age and 
too c1oseJ.y.akin to the sea-going, fishing 
type of community to be truly a textiJ.e town 
in spite of the rather J.arge factory there. 
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Fairhaven and Watertown mast be noted as 
exceptions; Watertown was to see considerable 
industrial development, although not in textiles, 
during the remainder of the nineteenth century. 
Of the one hundred ninety-one tovr.ns listed as 
agricultural {including those communities 
engaged primarily in fishing), a significantly 
-
smaller part =- one hundred and fourteen, or 
60% -- were contributors to the miss:!o~ary 
movement. 
The total number of' the two hundPed and seventy-
three towns listed contained some which were so 
small as to be hardly more than names for 
geographical locations, such as Hull or Gore, 
but the number of' towns in Massachusetts which 
were that tiny was surprisingly ~::ee.w... In 
fact, ~he average population of all two hundred 
and seventy-three towns was J.,-567, while the 
average population of the one hundred ninety-
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one tovms which were purely agricultural, 
with no textile or &ny other kind of indus-
trial or commercial activity of any size~ 
was 1 1 429, or slightly less than the average 
for the state, and the average p()pulation of 
the fifty-nine towns containing one or more 
textile md11s was 1,687, or sl~ghtly more 
than the average for the state as a whole. 
It is obvious then that the textile towns 
were not areas of concentrated population, 
with their average of about two hundred and 
fifty more persons than the agricultural towns. 
Just over $20 1 000 was donated by all the towns 
in Massachusetts to the missionary movement in 
the two years, 1819 and 1820; $8 1248 of this 
amount was donated by the one hundred and ninety-
one agricultural towns and $6,996 by the fifty-
nine towns in the textile category. The 
combined population of the agricultural towns 
was 272,864, while_ the combined population of' 
l4J.. 
the text~le towns was 99,552. Therefore, 
the agricultural areas, w~th a population 
2.7 times greater than the populat~on of 
the textile areas, contributed an amount 
of money to the miss~onary societies which 
was only 1.2 t~es greater. 
The social oonsc~ence o:f the agricultural 
towns appears in an equalJ:y. bad l~ght when 
the missionary contributions of' the agri-
cultural areas are compared with those of 
the commercial and manufactur~ towns. 
Towns like Abington and Bridgewater were 
manufacturing centers :for such products as 
shoes and nails wh~J.e towns like Charlestown-
and Newburyport were engaged in commerce. 
All told, there were twenty-three towns 
which were neither strictly agricultural 
nor had in them any textile manufacturing. 
These towns had a total population of' 551 245, 
an average of 2,401 each, or considerably 
above the average for the state as a whole. 
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The missionary contributions of these towns 
in the years 1819-1820 totaled $5 1 324;. thus 
the agricultural towns with their total popu-
lation of 272,864, nearly five t~es greater 
than the total population of the connnercial 
and manufacturing towns, contributed only 
1~5 times as much money. 
As is noted in the Appendix~ Boston has been 
omitted from the computations made in this 
chapter. The reason for this is because the 
prima.ry purpose of the comparisons is to 
demonstrate the difference in support of the 
missionary movement between the agricultural 
towns and the textile towns. Bostonts wealthy 
merchan~s and philanthropists contributed 
$7,372 to the missionary societies, and this 
sum was much greater in comparison with popu-
lation than the sum contributed by any of tba 
other regions. With its large population 
(43,298), Boston obviously Gannet be equated 
- -
with the other commundties in the state; also, 
it was the center of all the wealth of the 
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state and the ~ocal point o~ all its acti-
vities to a much larger degree than the 
principal cities of states o~ten are •. 
It can be seen clearly that there is wide 
variation in the ~ounts of money donated 
by the different agricultural towns. In the 
case of towns like Amherst or Williwmstow.n 
the influence of the colleges would logically 
increase missionary contributions, but it is 
far more dif:ficul t to explain -why a town like 
Reading would contribute a total of $285 
much higher than the average for_ agricultural 
towns. The report of the American Board lists 
as part of this amount an individual anon.Jmou.s 
contribution of $100 from Reading. This money 
must obviously have come ~rom some one of 
more than average means and his motivation 
will never be known, but there is definitely 
a possibility that i:f the contributions from 
Reading and a few s~lar towns could be tracked 
down to their source it might be :found that 
individual philanthropists or even perhaps 
~luential clergymen in those towns with 
unusually high contributions raised the 
average :for those areas with little interest 
in the missionary movement higher than it 
might otherwise have been. 
Within the agricultural category (those towns 
with no textile or any other kind o:f industl?ial 
or commercial activity o:f any size), those 
communities engaged primarily in :fishing had 
even less interest in the missionary movement 
than those engaged in :farming. The two largest 
o:f these :fishing towns, Marblehead and Gloucester, 
with populations of 5,630 and 6,348 respectively, 
contributed very little -- Marblehead nothing 
at all and Gloucester $165. There were only 
three other towns in the state (excepting of 
course Boston) anywhere nearly as densely 
populated: the col11Illercial tow.n.s of Newburyport 
and Charlestown, with populations of 6~852 and 
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6~591 respectively and_the manufacturing 
center of Bridgewater with its population 
of 5,670. Newburyport contributed $1,843, 
* Charlestown $1,257 rund Bridgewater $104. 
T.here were no textile to\v.ns of more than 
5 1 000 population. Thus, of the towns in the 
state with a population of over 5~000, the 
two fishing communities with a comb~ed 
population of 11,978 contributed a total 
of $165 to the missionary societies, while 
the three commercial and manuf'acturing towns 
with a combined population of 19 1 113 contri-
buted a total of $3,204. 
or the very small towns in the state (see 
Appendix II) -- those of under 1,000 popu-
lation -- sixty-six were ~ the Agricultural 
category and n±ne in the Textile ~ategory. 
* As will be noted by an exainination 
of Appendix I, the missionary society 
in Abington was the joint Abington and 
Bridgewater Society, and contributions 
of $543 from Abington included some from 
Bridgewater; thus tbe $104 noted above 
should be higher although the exact 
~ount cannot be dete~ed. 
- l 
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The sixty-six agricult~al towns had a total 
population or 48 8 045 and contributed a total 
or $1,946 to the missionary societies. The 
nine textile towns had a total population of 
7,585 and contributed a total or $716 to the 
missionary societies. Thus, it can be seen 
that smallness of size did not keep the textile 
tow.ns from eXhibiting greater interest in the 
missionary movement than the agricultural towns. 
The agricultural communities, with a combined 
population 6.5 times greater than the combined 
population of the textile collli!lUllities, contri-
buted an amount of money only 2.7 t~es greater. 
The most striking example of lack or interest 
in th~ missionary societies can be found on 
tba Gape where contributions from all of 
Barnstable County, with its total population 
,of 23,876 1 totaled only $3'0:1:. Fishing, agri-
culture and the making of salt comprised the 
major economic actirlties of the Gape area. 
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In Worcester county there was a very decided 
concentration o~ ~ll towns. There were more 
towns in Worcester county (~i~ty=two) ·than :in 
Barnstable county (~hi.rteen), and a larger 
population {711 625 as against 23,876), but 
the contributions from the county as a whoJ.e 
totaled $3,465 as against the total contribu-
tions i'rom Barnstabl~ county of' $301·. The 
textile and.manufactJring city of Worcester 
alone (the largest c~mmunity in Worcester 
county), with its population of 2 1 962 1 contri-
buted $988, while Barnstable, the largest 
comnnmity in Barnstable county, with a popula-
tion o~ 31 824, contributed only $8 to the 
missionary societies.! It is interesting to 
note that the second largest community in 
Worcester county -- Brookfield, an agricultural 
town -- with a population of 2,2921 contributed 
nothing to the nds'sionary societies. 
I 
It can be seen clearly that interest in the 
i'oreign :m:1ssionary movement was .greatest ila. 
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the textile and other manufacturing areas 
and the commercial ar~as and lowest in the 
' 
agricultural and fishing areas. Manufacturing 
in Massachusetts was ~ostly textile manufac-
turing, and its highest concentration was in 
the center of the state. It was in those 
areas where economic activity was at a high 
level of: intensity and where change and progress 
were noticeable on all sides that the early 
beginnings of the humani ta.rian movements which 
' 
were to be so characteristic of the mid-century 
were t:irst seen. 
A wide variety of arguments can be conjured up 
to explain away the implication that the textile 
! 
towns were possessed of a more tender social 
conscience than their agricultural neighbors. 
These arguments break P,own into two general 
categories which we shall now investigate in 
as great detail as pos~ible: first, that barter 
economy was prevalent in agriculture so that 
the far.mer rarely handled cash money, and 
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second, that the 1'a.rnier had no extra money 1 
i.e. no surplus above meager subsistence~ 
leading to the ~plication that agricultural 
areas were not as prosperous as textile areas. 
First, the nature of' ~he rural e~onamy may be 
argued as being so ~~h a matter o:f barter 
that even 11' agriculture were prosperous 
the 1'armer rarely had cash in his possession 
and obviously therefore would not be able to 
donate to the support of' the missionary move-
ment to the same degree as workers subsisting 
on money wages. 
It was certainly true of' colonial t~es that 
the rural economy in New England was largely 
barter, but even then there was some surplus 
income readily transl~table into cash. The 
New England householdi according to the author 
of' American Husbandry1 writing in 1'775_, provided: 
•• • the_ necessaries o:f li:fe. and 
nothing more ••• their :farms yield 
:food, much o:f clothing, most of 
the articles of building~ with 
a surplus sufficient to buy 
such foreign luxuries as are 
necessary to make life pass 
comfortably. ' ( 145} 
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The years immediately after the expiration of 
the charter of the First Bank of the United 
States in 1811 saw a tremendous multiplication 
of the amount of currency circulating in the 
United States4 In fact, 1819 and 1820 were 
peak years for this eXpansion.; as the wide-
spread suspension of ~pecie pay.ments by b~s 
forced more and more paper money in the form 
of banknotes into circulation, which although 
greatly depreciated we,re still :f'luid capital. 
An examination of the leading newspapers of the 
time brought to light one interesting substan-
tiation of this. A correspondent of the 
; Independent Chronicle wrote in March of 1819 
criticizing a banking activity in Franklin: 
145. Quoted in M~ B. Davidson, Life in America,2 vols., 
Boston, l951,.Vo1. I, p. 390. 
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••• to rear a Babel called Exchange 
Coffee House; in doing which he 
ruined many industrious mechanics 
and swindled the farmers of our 
St~te out of ·hundreds of thousands 
of dollars by a flood of the bills 
of those banks which he put into 
circulation ~ong them. (146) 
The difficulties of establishing beyond question 
the exact amount of circulating money in agri-
cultural tovms in ratio to textile towns are 
enor.mous to the point of probable impossibility, 
but it is clearly not accurate to say that in 
1820 agricultural New England used a barter 
system exclusively, or even, as a matter of 
fact, for the most part. There was an occasional 
mention in a Tow.n Treaaurerts Report of road 
taxes being worked out rather than paid in cash, 
but there was no indication that other taxes 
(147) 
were paid in anything but cash. 
147. Walpole Treasurer's Report for March 30, 1819 1 
Walpole Town Records, n. vol., n. P• 
Spencer Treasurerts Records, Vol. II, p. 116. 
Stoneham Treasurer's ReVor~, included in 
Stoneham town necords, ol. II, n. P• 
J.52. 
Of course the general prosperity of the whole 
economic life of New England had its ups and 
downs and the specific period of 1819 and 1820 
was one of economic depression. There was not, 
however, any widespread agricultural depression 
in New England during the early part of the nine-
teenth century. ~e mass migration from the 
New England farms did not begin until after the 
opening of the Erie Canal in 1827, and the 
Northeast did not become generally dependent 
on foodstuffs raised in the Northwest until much 
(148) 
later. 
From 1800 to 1840 there occurred throughout agri-
cultural New England a transformation, at first 
gradual -and then increasingly swift, from the 
self-sufficiency of Colonial times to ca.mmercial 
farming. At the same time when the products of 
the factories rendered impractical much of home 
148. 
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manu£acture the very existence of the mills, 
with their concentration of workers in an urban 
environment, created new markets for far.m produce. 
The original 11middleman" of New England agriculture 
the country storekeeper -- was gradually being 
forced out of business as the wholesale dealers 
from the cities set ~d demanded certain standards 
(149) 
of quality from their suppliers. No longer 
was it possible for the farmer to trade whatever 
surplus he happened to have on h~d for his 
further needs; it becrume necessary for him to 
think in terms of planning for the market and 
concentrating on raising such items as would bring 
Such him as much cash profit as p9ssible. 
(150) 
specialization was well under way by 1815o 
In general the farmer produced food, but there 
were speculative ventures into other phases of 
149. 
150. 
Percy w. Bidwell and John J. Falconer~ 
History of Agriculture in the Northern 
United States, 1620-1860, Washington, D.C., 
1925, p. 250. 
~., p. 251. 
154. 
commercial agriculture during the early years 
of the nineteenth century, such as the raising 
(151) 
of merino sheep, which started in 1810. In 
1819 and 1820 the price for wool was slightly 
above the average for the whole period from 
(152) 
1816 to 1845. 
The textile industry, however, had been depressed 
since the end of the war with England and the 
dumping of huge runounts of B~itish cloth on the 
American market. In 1816 nearly every textile 
(153) 
mill in New England was closed. In the 
years following there was a gradual revival 
of prosperity until the Panic of 1819 brought 
new reverses to the industry. 
The fourteenth and last item on the question-
naire used by the takers of the Fourth Census 
J.5J.. ~·~ p. 2J.8 ff. 
J.52. Ibid., p. 219. 
J.53.- Clark, History-of Manufactures in the 
United States, P• 379. 
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for the report on manufactures called for 
a comment on the nature of business ~d the 
answers, when any were given, were usually 
violent exhortations £or a tariff and 
pl~tive laments that the mill in question 
was employing fewer h~ds than usual. In 
many cases the census taker, after describing 
a particular mill, additionally remarked that 
it was not at that time opera~ing at all. 
There was, then, obviously a certain rumount 
of instability of employment in the textile 
~dustry which argued seriously against any 
wide-spread book prosperity on· the part of 
the mill worker. Prosperity did not, in fact, 
return With any degree of permanence until 
after 1820 at which time-the textile-industry 
beg~ the major growth already described. 
Every attempt to discover the degrees of 
relative prosperity during the panic of 1819 
has stpengthened the already mentioned statement 
of Clark that the textile industry was parti-
cularly hard hit but that agriculture in New 
(154) 
England was much less severely disturbed. 
There is no full and complete treatment of 
the panic of 1819 in existence; the closest 
to such a study is an article in the American 
Historical Review by Samuel Rezneck. This 
confined itself to pointing out how severe 
was the suffering among the people, but mentioned 
also that such suffering was much less widespread 
(155) 
in New England. 
All of the standard studies of economic history 
share this opinion. A recent work on the Monroe 
(156) 
administration devoted a chapter to the panic 
and told much the same story, giving most of the 
space to an account of the difficulties encountered 
by the Bank of the United States. 
154. Ibid., P• 123. 
155. Sa.:rilUel Rezneck, 11 The Panic of 1819u, American 
Historical Review, October, 19331 PP• 28-47. 
156. George Dangerfield, Era of Good FeeliA61 
New York, 19521 p. 275 rr. 
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A detailed search through the leading Boston 
Newspapers and the National Intelligencer has 
revealed little or no interest on the part of 
the press in the financial panic of this 
period. The Seminole War and the subsequent 
hullaballoo over the hanging of Arbf tbnot and @j) 
Ambrister filled the pages o:f all the papers. 
The Chronicle, which was the Republican puper, 
showed a :fa~t echo o:f the effects o:f the 
crisis in agitating for the abolition o:f 
Debtors' Prison, but all of·the references 
made to the problem were in connection with 
disgraceful situations in other parts o:f the 
(157) 
country. This cannot have been entirely 
the resu.l t o:f local pride, particularly since 
the Federalists were in power in Massachusetts 
at this t~e and a disgraceful situation close 
to home could have been used :for political pur-
poses. The investigation conducted by Congress 
157. Chronicle, March 6 and 10, 1819. 
into the af'fairs o:f the Bank of the United 
States held the attention of the press for 
. 
a short time in the early spring, and the 
Massachusetts stockholders in the bank 
petitioned to Congress and made the only 
direct reference to the crisis in so doing 
when they said: 
At a season like the present 
when the connnercdal, and indeed 
every class o:f citizens are 
laboring under the severe pressure 
and embarrassments arising :from 
the derangement ~ the circulating 
medium •••• ( 158) 
one remarkable letter from a Pittsfield corres-
pendent arguing on behalf of agriculture against 
the chartering of. tba Agricultural Bank in that 
area is both interesting and revealing: 
We would therefor appeal to the 
good sence of the Legislature and 
Solicit protection from the evil 
158. Chronicle, February 10, 1819, p. 2, ·col. 5. 
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which threatens us. We wish no 
temptation thrown in the way of 
our sons. They need not the 
bubble of a.bank to give them 
an imaginary value of property 
to en~ice them to bank ·loans and 
under them perhaps to raze their 
present comfortable establishments 
and build anew to their ruin. We 
ask no favors let us remain as we 
are frugal industrious and thriving. ( 159) 
This certainly does not sound 1ike a poverty• 
stricken area crying for aid :t:rom financial 
distress. In :eact, the wards tlfrugaJ., industrious 
and thriving" give an impression of the charac-
teristics of the Massachusetts farmer which is 
entirely consistent with the thesis that his 
lack·of interest in the missionary movement 
was not the result of his greater degree of 
poverty, but of a different attitude toward 
such an enterprise from that held by the mill 
workers. 
An attempt has been made to find out the amount 
o:t: deposits in banks in this period. Correspondence 
159~. Chronicle, January 20, 1819, p. 4 1 col. 5. 
160. 
w2th tow.n clerks and the lea~g present day 
banks has ascertained that the banks of that 
period were not banks of depos~t as such 
but were primarily lending institutions whose 
major source of capital was money invested in 
them by their stockholders. . The Provident 
Institution i'or Savings in Boston and the 
. Salem Savings Bank in Salem were the first 
incorporated savings banks in the country, 
and the Salem bank was not incorporated until 
( 160) 
l8le. The institution of the savings bauk 
did not become widespread until after 1820, 
and according to Rezneck savings banks were 
( 161) 
a· direct result of the crisis of 1819. 
The search for a clue to the relative prosperity 
of the agricultural and textile towns has taken 
many turns. One such. the perusal of the 
160. 
161. 
Letter .from Burton w. Phillips, President 
of the Beverly National Bank, and brochure 
enclosed, commemorating the l50th anniversary 
of this l>ank, to Bruce c. Hawthorne, August 
15, 1952. 
Rezneck, 11Panic of: l8l9~t 8pp. 46-47. 
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Massachusetts Acts and Resolves from 1.798 
through 1.822, has thrown co:msiderabl.e light 
on the question of whether the agricultural. 
towns were much poorer than the textile 
towns.· 
In 1799, it was enacted tbat: 
••• the S~lectmen or Assessors o~ 
each town, district, plantation 
or other place 1 within tbi s 
Oonnn.onweal.th ••• assess, in dollars 
and cents ••• the I:nhabi tants of such 
tow.n ••• and all. other persons possessing 
estates within the same, according 
to the proportion o:f the amount o:f 
the just value o:f their respective 
personal estates, including monies 
at Interest ••• and all other debts 
due ••• money o:f all kinds on hand, 
public securities of all. kinds, and 
Bank Stock ••• and a1so ••• a11 goods, 
wares, and merchandize, or any 
other stock in trade, Vessels ••• 
with all their stores and appu.r-
tenances ••• and all. other property ••• 
the said Assessors to make a fair 
list o:f such assessments..... (-16:2) 
Massachusetts Acts ahd Resolves, Ghapter 
49, Sect. 2nd, January session, 1799. 
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On February 14~ 1814~ a list of the. towns in 
the state with the assessed valuation of 
each was ~iven in the Massachusetts Acts and 
{163) 
Resolves. 
The tabulation made of the archives in the 
tow.ns of Massachusetts published in 1889 (the 
only such ever made) indicated that thirty of 
these towns had at that time still preserved 
(164) 
the assessors' reports for the year 1820. 
Personal investigation in all of them revealed 
that some sketchy information on the year 1820 
existed in seven of these towns, four agricultural 
and three textile. In only two of these towns 
was there any mention of total assessed valuation: 
the agricultural town of Stoneham and the textile 
town of Monson. 
163. Massachusetts Acts and Resolves, February 
!4, 1814, cfiapter 123. 
164. Wright~ Carroll n., ed., Report on the Custodz 
and Condition of the Publlc Records, Boston, 
1889. 
163. 
At the town meeting held on May 3 1 l8l9 the 
town of Stoneh~ voted a revaluation of all 
. ( 165) 
property. Accidental discovery of this 
report which town officials could not believe 
still existed indicated that the town was 
valued at $237 1 468, total assessed valuation (166 ) . -
$l2,023.70. Monson made no mention of actual 
valuation of the town, but mentioned its total 
{ 167 ) 
assessed valuation as being $7,763.00. Monson's 
population in l820 was 2,126 and Stoneham's 
population in this year was only 6l5. 
To be sure~ it is not possible to make any 
sweeping generalizations regarding the affect 
of the depression years on agricultural towns 
and textile towns on the basis of figures 
available in only two towns in the entire 
165. 
l66. 
167. 
Stoneham Town Reeord$,Vol. II, n.p. 
Assessors•· Report, l819 1 mss. in Stonehmn 
Town Archives. 
List of Polls and Estates,-mss. in Monson 
Town Archi vas*. 
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state, but it is interest±ng to note that 
the assessed valuation figure filed with 
the state in 1814 for the agricultural town 
of Stoneham was only $4,267 which had in-
creased by 1820 to $12 1 024~ while the assessed 
valuation figure filed with the state in 1814 
l'or the .. textile tovm o£ Monson was $121 625 
which by 1820 had decreased to $7 6 763. This 
tbread of evidence. although admittedly very 
slender. is most certainly not at variance 
with the previously cited opinions that the 
textile areas were far harder h:l.t by the 
generally depressed financial situation ;from 
1816 to 1820 than the agricultural areas. 
Let us return now to the figures cited earlier 
in this chapter, showing the larger-contribu-
t:i.ons made to the missionary movement by the 
textile ~owns, and consider in this connection 
the assessed valuat:i.on of the various towns 
in the state. 
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The fifty-nine textile towns, with their 
total combined population of 991 5521 had a 
total ass~ssed valuation of $893,248, and 
contributed $6,996 to the missionary movement. 
The one hundred ninety-one agricultural·· towns, 
with their total combined population of 272 1 864, 
had a total assessed valuation of $2,417,191, 
and contributed $8,248 to the missionary 
movement. Thus, the agricultural. towns, with 
a total population 2.7 t~es greater than the 
total population of the textile tow.ns, and an 
assessed·valuation also 2.7 times greater, 
contributed an amount of money to the 
missionary societies only 1.2 times greater. 
The twenty-three connnercial and manufacturing 
towns -- those which were neither strictly 
agricultural nor had ~ them any textile 
mills -- bad a total. combined population of 
551 245,- a total. assessed valuation o:f $5981 143, 
and contributed $5,324 to the missionary movement. 
T.hus, the agricultural towns, with their total 
166. 
comb~ed population of 2?21 864 1 nearly five 
t~es greater than the combined population 
of the twenty-three commercial and manufacturing 
(other than textile) towns, and a total assessed 
valuation four t~es greater, contributed an 
runount of money to the missionary societies 
which was only 1.5 times greater. 
The five towns of over 51 000 population (ex-
cluding Boston) in the ~tate of Massachusetts 
had assessed valuations as follows: Marblehead 
$821 974, Gloucester $4?8 0241 Bridgewater $48,905, 
Newburyport $12?~008 and Charlestown $76 1 870. 
The two fishing communities· of Marbl.ehead and 
Gloucester, with a total combined population 
of 1.1,978 and a total assessed valuation of 
$129,998 1 contributed $165 to the missionary 
movement, whiJ.e the three connn.ercial and manu-
facturing towns, with a total combined population 
of 198 113 and a total assessed valuation of 
$252,7811 contributed $3,204 to the missionary 
movement. In other words, the towns of 
Bridgewater, Newburyport ~d Charlestown, 
with a population 1.6 t~es great~r than 
the total population of the fishing cemmu-
nities of Marblehead and Gloucester, and a 
total assessed valuation 1.9 ~~es greater1 
contributed an amount of money to the · 
missionary societies over nineteen t~es 
greater. 
The sixty-six agricu.l tural towns of under 
1~000 population had a total combined popu-
lation of 481 0461 a tot~ assessed valuation 
of $4401 250 1 and contributed a total of $1 1 946 
to the missionary societies. The Dine textile 
towns of under 1 1 000 population had a combined 
total population ot 7 1 585, a total assessed 
valuation of $65,986 1 and contributed a total 
of $716 to the missionary societies. Thus, 
the &mall agricultural tow.ns, with a total 
combin.edpopulation 6.3 times greater than 
that of the small textile towns, and an 
168. 
assessed valuation 6.9 t~es greater, con-
tributed an amount ~i' money to the missionary 
movement only 2.7 t±mes greater. 
Barnstable county, with its total population 
of 23,876 and a total assessed valuation of' 
$114,820, contributed $301 to the missionary 
movement. Worcester county~ with its total 
population o:f '71.-625 and a total assessed 
valuation of $692~890 1 contributed $3,465 
to the missionary movement. Thus, Worcester 
county~ with its_heavy concentration of' mill 
towns, had a total population three t~es 
greater than that of non-~dustrial Barnstable 
eounty, and an assessed valuation 6.2 times 
greater8 but contr~buted ~ amount of money 
to the missionary societies nearly twelve 
times greater. 
The .conclusion is ine_scapable that the foreign 
missionary movement was regarded by those 
engaged in .it as a human.i tar.ian venture 
wh.ich would provide· an Utopian heaven on 
earth through the agency of the universal 
Cbristian.ization of mank~d. New E.ngland 
in general, and Massachusetts .in part.icular, 
was the center of the foreign miss.ionary 
activity, and this area was at the same time 
undergoing great economic changes whiCh were 
transfo~g it from a commercial and agri-
cultural to an industrial econom.y. This vast 
and portentous transformation was being 
guided by men of wealth and capital who 
evidenced an unusual affinity for humanitarian 
causes and who regarded their pioneering in 
the textile industry as being of direct 
benefit to the people of their land. 
The fact that the missionary movement was backed 
financ.ially by those towns in Massachusetts which 
were undergoing this tremendous economie revolu-
tion rather than by those towns which had not 
yet fe~t its ~pact proves beyond doubt that 
the atmosphere in the ~dustrial towns~ charged 
as it was with change and progress in the ~e­
diate environment~ rendered the ~bitants 
~ert and responsive to the possibi~ities :t:or 
change and progress in the ~arger enviro:rmtent 
o:t: human society as a who~e. The connection 
which has been demonstrated between the budding 
humanitarian spirit in New England and the· 
budding industrialism o:f the area is o:t: the 
greatest significance in view of the subsequent 
developmeRt in the same region o:t: a cultural 
flowering strongly flavored with humanitarian 
idealism at the same time when there emerged 
a highly industrialized civilizatio~ 
APPENDIX I 
The information f'or the tables :in the 
succeeding pag~~ has been compiled f'ram 
the f'ollowing sources: 
171. 
The popula~ion figures are from the Census 
o:f 1820. 
The missiona.cy contributions are i'r0m ~ 
Panoplist and Missionary :Herald, Vols. XIV 
and XV, and the American .Baptist Magazine, 
Vols. XVI and XVII. 
The :information on the Classification of towns 
was compiled from several sources. The most 
~portent o~ these was the Report on Manui'actures 
which was part oi' the Census of' 1820. Addi tiorial 
information was gathered from William Bagn~11 
The TextiJ.e Industries oi' the United States, 
Cambridge, Mass., 18931 and Joseph Worcester~ 
Universal Gazeteer1 Bo~ton, 1817 edition, and 
various town histories. 
The information on the assessed valuation o~ 
the tovms was taken ~rom the Massachusetts Acts 
and Resolves, February 141 1814, Chapter 123, 
pp. 393-400. 
There were no changes in these ~igures filed 
\~th the state between 1814 and 1820, although 
as determined by a search of those town archives 
listed as being available in the Report on the 
Custody and Condition o~ the Public Records, 
Boston 1889, the towns o~ Monson and Stoneham 
re-assessed their worth in 1819. 
For the purposes of consistency and fairness in 
tabulation, any to\v.ns regarding which information 
was not available in both categories or Classi-
fication and Assessed Valuation were omitted 
~ram the charts. Therefore, ~ourteen towns 
which were listed in the Census of 1820 were 
omitted, three on which no information was 
available as to classi~ication, ten on which 
no information was available on assessed 
valuation, and one on which neither classi-
fication nor assessed valuation was available. 
Suffolk County, which in 1814 included only 
Boston and Chelsea, has been omitted from the 
charts, because it was not considered fair to 
include in the tabulations a thickly settled 
area o:r such enormously greater wealth and 
population than other communities in the state. 
Missionary contributions from Boston were :Car 
higher per cap:i ta than elsewhere in the connnon-
wealth. 
174. 
Explanation of symbols used in Classification: 
C Connnercial 
A Agricultural 
T Textile (one large factory or several 
-.small ones) 
-
M -- Manufacturing, other than textile 
F -- Fishing 
t One small textile factory 
Towns are listed alphabetically by counties. 
BARNSTABLE COUNTY 
Asses~:iJed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Barnstable ?~ $ 19,.071 $ 8 3.,824 
Brewster ?~ 6.,922 1,285 
Chatham ~~ 6,503 
-
1,630 
Dennis ~Eo 5,988 
-
1,997 
Eastham ~~ 3,072 
-
766 
Fal.m.outh ?L 15,800 141 2,370 
Harwich ~~ 7,993 22 . 1,980 
Orleans ~~ . 4,498 78 1,343 
Provincetown ?~ 5,113 12 1,252 
Sandwich ?f- 18,955 20 2,484 
Truro "lE- 4,617 ... 1.,241 
Well:f'leet ?~ 4,182 20 1,472 
Yarmouth ?Eo 12,106 
-
2,232 
?E- There was no manufacturing at all on the Cape; its 
only industries were salt production, fishing and 
agriculture. 
BERKSHIRE COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Adams t $ 13,791 $ 3 1,836 
.Ali'ord A 4,421 570 
Becket A 8,264 64 984 
Cheshire A 13,584 .... 1,202-
Clarks burgh A 1,667 274 
Dalton M 6,632 25 817 
Egremont A 5,487 865 
Florida A 1,396 431 
Gore A 280 92 
Great-Barrington A 13,120 134 1,908 
Hancock A 7,832 1,165 
Hinsdale A 6,183 126 822 
Lanesborough A 13,544 1,319 
Lee T 9,962 61. 1,384 
Mount-Washington A 2,008 467 
New-Ashi'ord A 2,677 358 
New-Marlborough A 11,378 88 1,668 
Otis A 5,182 13 981. 
Peru A 6,469 30 748 
177. 
BERKSHIRE COUNTY (continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Pittsfield T $ 25_,957 $ 171 2,768 
Richmond A 1.0,847 102 923 
Sandisfield A 12,382 .... 1,646 
Savoy A 3,728 852 
Sheffield M 17_;822 110 2_,476 
Stockbridge T 1"3,616 155 1,377 
Tyringham t 8_,961 32 1._,443 
Washington A 5~845 
-
750 
Wext-Stockbridge M 7,186 1,034 
Windsor A 7,127 162 1,085 
Williamstown College 1.7,343 293 2,010 
BRISTOL COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819 .. 1820 1820 
Attleborough T $ 23,236 $ 170 3,055 
Berkley -A 8,317 140 1,060 
Dartmouth A 20,637 14 3_,636 
Dighton A 11,883 '653 
Easton T 11,718 83 1,803 
F~rhaven T,M 27,199 2,733 
Freetown A 11,705 1,863 
Mansfield A 6,974 1,222 
New-Bedford C,M,F 66,798 134 3,947 
Norton A 14,268 1,600 
Raynham A 8,898 1:,071 
Rehoboth T 15,241 29 2,740 
Somerset A 7,874 1,116 
Swanzey t 12,008 1,933 
Taunton T 29,~598 85 4,520 
Troy T 9,003 1,594 
Westport A 20,439 
-
2,633 
ESSEX COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Amesbury T $ 19,461 $ 83 1,.956 
Beverly T 49,375 314 4,283 
Boxford A 13,704 90 906 
Danvers A 46,630 163 3_.646 
Gloucester F 47,024 165 6,348 
Hamilton A 10,228 802 
Ipswich A 37,136 1 2,553 
Manchester A 10,299 19 1,201. 
Marblehead F 82,974 5,630 
Middleton A 7,842 596 
Newbury A 78_,152 69 3,671 
Newburyport c 127,008 1,843 6,852 
Rowley M 20,705 271 1,825 
Salisbury F 21,350 2,006 
Topsfield A 11,735 56 866 
Wenham A 6_,515 12 572 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Town 
Ashfield 
Bernardstmm 
Buckland 
Charlemont 
Colerain 
Conway 
Deeri'ield 
Gill 
Green:field 
Hawley 
Heath 
Leverett 
Leyden 
Montague 
New-Salem 
Northfield 
Orange 
Rowe 
Assessed 
. Valuation 
Class. 1814 
A $ 10,932 
A 7,082 
M 6,304 
A 6,J.88 
A J.5,062 
T J.6,78J. 
A 19,36]. 
A 4,996 
T J.2,964 
A 5,794 
A 4,866 
A 4,063 
A 7,048 
A 6,938 
A J.4,470 
A J.2,0J.J. 
A 6,5J.4 
A 4,J.l7 
J.8o. 
Missionary 
Contrib • 
].819-1820 
$ 213 
-
]. 
292 
93 
J.67 
J.39 
ll 
25 
-
56 
Population 
1820 
1,748 
912 
1,037 
1,08]. 
1,96]. 
1~705 
1,868 
800 
J.,36l 
J.,089 
J.,l22 
857 
974 
J.,074 
2,J.46 
1,584 
829 
851 
FRANKLIN COUNTY (continued) 
Town Class. 
Shelburne A 
Shutesbury A 
Sunderland A 
Warwick A 
Wendell A 
Whatel-y- A 
Assessed 
Valuation 
1814 
$ 7,893 
4,744 
4_,962 
10,757 
5,659 
8,704 
181. 
Missionary 
Contribe 
1819-1820 
$ 17 
-
175 
... 
100 
Population 
1820 
1,022 
1,029 
597 
1,256 
958 
1.,076 
182. 
HAMPDEN COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contribe Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Blandi'ord A t 13,091 $ 80 1,515 
Brimfield* 
Chester M 9,077 1,526 
Granville A 121233. 53 1,643 
Holland A 3_,698 453 
Ludlow t 4,724 12 1,246 
Long Meadow A 10,448 252 1,171 
Monson ) T 
)7t-
12,625 
331~fo 
2,126 
Brim:field) T 12,639 1,612 
Montgomery A 2,926 604 
Palmer t 6_,958 33 1,197 
Russell t 3,086 ... 491 
South-Brimfield A 5,420 683 
Southwick A 8,964 1,255 
Springf'ield M 28,199 37 3,914 
Tolland A 5,805 692 
Westf'ield M l9,774 121 2,668 
West-Springi'ield T,M ·30,972 120 3,246 
Wilbraham A 13_,324 1,979 
it- Monson-Brim::f'ield joint missionary society 
183. 
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Amherst t $ 14~494 $ 183 1,917 
Belchertown A 15,783 113 2,426 
Chesterfield A 8,876 6 1,447 
Cummington T 8,134 583 1,060 
East-Hampton A 4,398 712 
Goshen A 5,585 138 632 
Granby A 6,844 39 1,066 
Greenwich T 8,.535 363 778 
Hadley A 15,807 143 1,461 
Hatfield A 12,955 823 
Middle.t'ield t 7,546 ... 755 
·Northampton T,M 30,286 985 2,854 
Norwich A 6,068 21 849 
Pelham A 6,796 9 1,278 
Plainfield t 8,343 52 936 
Southampton A 8,654 40 1,160 
Ware* A 6,746 147 1,154 
West-Hampton A 8,636 46 896 
Williamsburg A 10,132 102 1,087 
Worthington M 11,700 148 1,276 
if- and neighborhood 
~84. 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Acton A $ -7,564 $ 85 1,.047 
Ashby A 9,233 113 1,.188 
Bed:rord A 8,354 J.65 648 
Billerica A J.4,.843 36 1,380 
Boxborough A 4,096 ... 424 
Brighton A . 12,030 702 
Burlington A 5,854 808 
Cambridge A, resi- 30,477 3_,295 
dential 
Carlisle A 6,613 681 
Charlestown c, M 76,.870 1,257 6,59J. 
Chelmsford~ A 12,660 1,535 
?Eo 50?E-
Dracut ) A 11,735 1,407 
Concord A, resi- 23,932 1,788 
dential 
Dracut?~ 
Duns table A 5,564 69 584 
East-Sudbury A J.0,044 6l 962 
Framingham 
. t" M J.8,.509 78 2,037 
Groton A 20,065 27 J.,897 
?~ Chelmsford-Dracut joint missionary society 
185. 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY (continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Holliston t.,M $ 13,020 $ 62 1,042 
Hopkinton T 15,018 107 1,655 
Lexington A 13:t814 1,200 
Lincoln A 9,525 54 706 
Littleton A 9,459 955 
Malden A 15,858 1,731 
Marlborough A 21,816 110 1,952 
Medford c 26,311 200 1,474 
Natick A 8,621 849 
Newton A,M,Resi- 22,582 77 1,850 
dential 
Pepperell M 9,454 15 1,439 
Reading A 19,772 285 2,797 
Sherburne A 10,699 811 
Shirley t 6,274 922 
Stoneham A 4,267 49 615 
Stow t 8,853 17 1,071 
Sudbury A 13,970 
-
1,417 
Tewksbury A 7_,564 49 1,008 
Townsend t 8,800 79 1,482 
MIDDLESEX COUNTY (continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819 ... 1820 1820 
Tyngsborough A $ 6,908 $ 808 
Waltham T 18,140 27 1,677 
Watertown T,M 24,465 
-
1,518 
West-Cambridge A, resi- 10.,515 1.,064 
dentia1 
West.ford A 12,755 56 1,409 
Weston A 16,090 8 1,041 
Wilmington A 6,686 29 790 
Woburn A 13,173 66 1.,519 
187. 
NORFOLK COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Bellingham A $ 8_,206 $. 1.,034 
Braintree A 14,427 88 1,466 
Brookline A 17,594 15 900 
Canton A 9_,122 58 1,268 
Cohasset A 9,902 l.-099 
Dedham A,resi- 28,796 118 2,493 
dential 
Dorchester Residential, 
A 39,014 91 3,684 
Dover A 7,139 1 548 
Foxborough A 7,976 30 1,004 
Franklin M 16,453 1,630 
Quincy A,F 17,669 24 1,623 
Medfield A 8,995 892 
Medway A 13.,937 106 1,523 
Milton A 17,785 29 1,502 
Needham A 11,839 1.,227 
Randolph A 10,928 45 1_,546 
Roxbury Resi- 62,358 18 4,135 
dential,A 
Sharon A 8,933 
-
1,0l0 
188. 
NORFOLK COUNTY (continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Stoughton A $ 6,535 $ l.80 1,513 
Walpole A 12,129 1,366 
Wej1Dlouth A 20~466 200 2,407 
Wrentham A 22,836 97 2,801 
189. 
PLYMOUTH COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Abington?~ c,M $ 15,072 $ 543 1,920 
Bridgewater M 48,903 104 5,670• 
Carver A 6,280 29 839 
Duxbury A 18,152 36 2,403 
Halifax A 5;680 93 749 
Hanover M 12,047 123 1,211 
Hingham A 25,658 73 2,857 
Hull F,A 2,164 172 
Kingston A 12,654 91 1,313 
Marshfield A 16,212 33 1,534 
Middleborough A 37,534 141 4,t687 
Pembroke F,A 18,562 1,297 
Pl-ymouth A,F 33,346 36 4,348 
Pl-ympton A 6,496 60 930 
Rochester· A 18,416 223 3,.034 
Scituate A,F 32,862 80 3,305 
Wareham A 5,827 50 972 
~E- The Society in Abington was the joint Abington and 
Bridgewater Society, and contributions included some 
from Bridgewater. 
- , 
WORCESTER COUNTY 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Ashburnham t,lVI $ 9,950 $ 87 1,230 
Athol A 10,361 12 1,211 
Barre A 24,089 38 2,077 
Berlin A 6,245 3 625 
Bolton A 10,537 1,229 
Boylston A 9,204 117 902 
Broolct'ield A 20,815 2,292 
Charlton A 25.,112 21 2,134 
Dana A 3,253 
-
664 
Douglas T 7,533 7 1,357 
Dudley T 12,277 10 1,615 
Fitchburgh M,t ll,533 233 1,736 
Gardner M 7,018 911 
Grafton t 12,363 ... 1,154 
Hardwick M 14,440 1,836 
Harvard A 13,503 46 1,597 
Holden t 12,311 163 1,402 
Hubbardston A 11,936 2 1,367 
~9~. 
WORCESTER COUNTY {continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Va~uation Contrib. Population 
Name o:r Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Lancaster A $ ~6_.979 $ ~~862 
Leicester T 13,798 65 1,252 
LeOlninster T 13,536 4 1,790 
Lunenburgh A 12,297 16 1,209 
Mendon A 17,483 .. 2,254 
Milford A 11,245 1,160 
Millbury T 9,089 260 926 
New-Braintree A 9,576 111 888 
Northborough A 8,520 11 1,018 
Northbridge T 5,131 905 
North-Brookfield T 11,386 29 ~,095 
Oakha:m t 8,071 20 986 
Oxford T 10,784 60 1,562 
Paxton A 7,163 140 6~3 
Petersham t 17,251 1,623 
Prince town A 15,438 103 1,261 
Royalston t 10,622 13 1,424 
Rutland A 17,089 60 1,262 
Shrewsbury A 13,140 22 1,458 
Southborough A 9,525 9 1,030 
Spencer t 15,477 72 1,548 
WORCESTER COUNTY (continued) 
Assessed Missionary 
Valuation Contrib. Population 
Town Class. 1814 1819-1820 1820 
Sterling A $ . J.6,772 $ 49 J.,7io 
Sturbridge T 20,440 80 J.,633 
Sutton T l6,J.30 68 2,056 
Templeton M 10,445 23 J.,33J. 
Upton A 7,608 45 J.,088 
Uxbridge T 17,148 80 J.,55l 
Ward A 6,549 2 608 
Westborough A 12,741 270 1,326 
West-Boylston T 7,9lJ. 2J. 886 
Western t 10,718 1,112 
Westminster t 15,831 59 1.t634 
Winchendon A 10,851 46 1,263 
Worcester T,M 63,666 988 2,962 
APPENDIX II 
Appendix II ~ists the tovms in Massachusetts 
of under ~,ooo population. The figures shown 
have been taken from Appendix I. 
193. 
TOlJIINS IN MASSACHUSETTS, POPULATION UNDER 1,000 
Missionary Assessed 
Contributions Population Valuation 
Agricultural tow.ns 1819-1820 1820 1814 
Barnstable County 
Eastham $ 766 $ 3,072 
Berkshire County 
Ali'ord 570 4,421 
Becket 64 984 8,264 
Clarks burgh ... 274 1,667 
Egremont 865 5,487 
Florida 431 1,396 
Gore 92 280 
HJ..nsdale 126 822 6,183 
Mount-Washington 467 2,008 
New-Ashi'ord 358 2,677 
Otis 13 981 5,182 
Peru 30 748 6,469 
Richmond 102 923 10,847 
Savoy ... 852 3,728 
Washington .... 750 5,845 
Bristol County 
' 
Dighton 
-
653 11,883 
Essex County 
Bo:x:f'ord 90 906 13,704 
Hamilton ... 802 10,228 
Middleton 
-
596 7,842 
Topsi'ield 56 866 11,735 
Wenham 12 572 6,515 
J.94. 
TOWNS IN MASSACHUSETTS~ POPULATION UNDER l.,tOOO 
Missionary Assessed 
Contributions Population Valuation 
Agricultural towns, 1819-1820 1820 1814 
Franklin County 
Bernardstow.n $ 
-
912 $ 7,082 
Gill 800 4,996 
Leverett 25 857 4,063 
Leyden- 974 7,048 
Orange 829 6,514 
Rowe 851 4,117 
Sunderland 175 597 4,962 
Wendell 958 5,659 
HamJ2den County 
Holland 453 3,698 
Montgomery 604 2,926 
South-Brimfield 683 5,420 
Tolland 692 5,805 
Ham:eshire County 
East-Hampton 7l2 4,398 
Goshen l38 632 5,585 
Hatfield ... 823 12,955 
Norwich 21 849 6,068 
W'est-Hampton 46 896 8,636 
MiddleBex County 
Bed.ford l65 648 8,354 
Brighton ... 702 12,030 
Boxborough 424 4,096 
Burlington ... 808 5,854 
195. 
TOWNS IN MASSACHUSETTS~ POPULATION UNDER 1.~ooq 
Missionary Assessed 
Contributions Population Valuation 
Agricultural towns 1819-1820 1820 1814 
Middlesex County (cont.) 
' 
Carlisle $ ... 681 $ 6~613 
Duns table 69 584 5~564 
East-Sudbury 61 962 10,044 
Lincoln 54 706 9,525 
Littleton 955 9,459 
Natick 
-
849 8,621 
Sherburne 811 10,699 
Stoneham 49 615 4,267 
Tyngshorough ... 808 6,908 
Wilmington 29 790 6,686 
Norfolk Cou:ntx 
Brookline 15 900 17~594 
Dover 1 548 7,139 
Medfield 892 8,995 
,Pl~Jputh County 
Carver 29 839 6,280 
Halifax 93 749 5,680 
Hull 
-
172 2,164 
Ply.mpton 60 930 6,496 
Wareham 50 972 5,827 
Worcester County 
Berlin 3 625 6,245 
Boylston 117 902 9,204 
Dana 
-
664 3,253 
~96. 
TOWNS. IN MASSACHUSETTS 2 POPULATION UNDER 11000 
Missionary Assessed 
Contributions Population Valuation 
Agricultural Towns 1819.,.1820 1820 1814 
Worcester Countx (cont.) 
New-Braintree $ ~11 888 $ 9,576 
Paxton 140 613 7Jl63 
Ward ·z 608 6,549 
AGRICULTURAL TOWNS, 
$1,946 $440,250 STATE TOTALS 48,045 
Textile towns 
Ha.m;eden Co-qntx 
Russell $ 
-
491 $ 3,~086 
Ham;eshire Count..x 
Greenwich 363 778 8,535 
Middlefield 755 7,546 
Plainfield 52 936 8,343 
Middlesex County 
Shirley 
-
922 6,274 
Worcester County 
Millbury 260 926 9,089 
Northbridge .... 905 5,131 
Oakham 20 986 8,071 
West-Boylston 21 886 7,911 
TEXTILE TOWNS, 
$ $ STATE TOTALS 716 7,585 63,986 
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Introduction 
one of t~e gre~t problems in intellectual history 
is that of causation. Scholars are not in agreement 
on the proper methods of approaching this enigma; 
they do not even all agree that it exists as a 
problem, or that if it does it is capable of solu-
tion. However, few will deny that major changes 
in mankindls mode of existence have had enormous 
influence on man• s thinking and on his attitudes 
toward the nature of the universe and toward the 
organization of society.. One such major change was 
the Industrial Revolution, with its accompanying 
changes in social organization. 
The present study traces the connection between the 
economic changes v~ought by the Industrial Revolution 
on early nineteenth century New England and the changes 
in the intellectual climate of thought. In the period 
treated the foreign missionary movement is seen as the 
earliest manifestation of the humanitarian movements 
so characteristic of the Pre-Civil War generation. 
Chapter I, Part O~e 
During and immediately after the Revolution there 
had been a general decline in interest in religion 
by the.American people •. In the few years just before 
and just after the turn of the nineteenth century a 
religious revival took place, knoi.m as the Second 
Great Awrucening. It produced marked changes in the 
theological thinldng of Calvinist New England, where 
the idea of the predestined elect lost ground to the 
romantic ideal of universal sal vatfon., · 
The earliest of the popular humanitarian movements 
of nineteenth century America was the Foreign·Missionary 
agitation. The American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions was founded in 1810, and the missionary 
movements grew rapidly in public esteem unt~l interest 
in the fate of the heathen was overshadowed by the 
greater interest in such native American problems as 
slavery, temperance, women's rights and educational 
reform. 
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Chapter I, Part Two 
An analysis o:f the sermons and other missionary 
literature o:f the early nineteenth century shows 
that the missionary spirit in Massachusetts was 
an early expression o:r the same sort o:f hopefulness 
and idealimn which characterized the humanitarian 
age o:f Emerson. By 1800 New Englanders were 
beginning to think o:f themselves as standing at 
the dawn of a new age which would demonstrate to 
the world that man was the son o:f God and about 
to create the things that God had ordained that 
he create. Although the idiom o:r the missionaries 
was Biblical, the spirit o:f their message was in 
tune with that o:f the Utopian doctrinaires of 
progress who were to preach re:for.m and the perfect 
li:fe on earth within a decade or two a:fter the 
:formal beginning o:f the missionary societies • 
. Chapter Tit . Part One 
The missionary movement, which in its :faith in the 
ultimate perfectability o:f man resembled the 
. 209. 
humanitarian movements i'ollowing it, began hut a 
decade ai'ter the textile mill started to spread 
over New England. The_ years immediately ai'ter the 
Treaty of' Ghent witnessed the rapid growth of both 
the textile mill and the missionary movement. 
By 1820 the cotton mill was a familiar sight in 
scores of Massachu~etts towns and cities, and in 
many conmiunities a large_ section became known as 
"factory village 11 • In area after area the textile 
mill was changing the old Yankee i'arming community, 
and the mill tenement was changing the factory 
worker; a new_pattern of life was being created., 
New England was the first industrial section of' 
the United States; for several generations to 
come it was to remain the point from which new 
ideas and new ways, as well as settlers, were to 
be spread over the nation. Consequently the ideas 
and experiences of New England in its early years, 
particularly those formative ones between 1790 and 
1820, are of paramount importance in seeking to 
understand the environment in which humanitarianism 
was able to develop. 
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Chapter II, Part Two 
U~ortunately the men who built and operated the 
early mills in Massachusetts were not particularly 
concerned with writing down ~or posterity, as were 
the missionaries, their impressions and attitudes. 
It is o~ interest to note that several men o~ 
prominence in the early development o~ industry 
in New England not only were well~know.n philanthropists 
but believed the erection of textile mills to be in 
itself an act of philanthropy. On the whole, however, 
an examination of the petitions to the Massachusetts 
legislature for charters to operate mills indicates 
that the majority of these was made by men who were 
not primarily concerned with the wel~are o~ the 
Commonwealth and its peoples. They looked upon 
manufacturing as a great opportunity for personal 
profit, but their visi~ns o~ wealth were predicated 
on the assumption that the potentialities for success 
existed in manufacturing enterprise. They were 
prepared to gamble on the as yet unestablished needs 
of a growing nation, with the expectation that the 
mills would o~~er what the people would come to want. 
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Tench Coxe and Mathew Carey1 two well known 
economists of the period, were ardent advocates 
of industrialization; taking a long-range view~ 
they were elated and optimistic about the eventual 
benefits human society would derive from factory 
production. In effect, they recognized the growth 
limitations of individual sel:f'-su:f'ficiency~ and 
they envisioned the future str:ength of the mature 
republic as dependent on centralized rather than 
individual manufacture of consumer goods. 
Chapter III 
Inve·stigation into the sources of financial support 
to the missionary movement reveals that those towns 
which were engaged in the manu:f'acture of textiles 
contributed far more heavily to the missionary 
societies than those to\v.ns which were predominantly 
agricultural. The total population of the agricultural 
towns in the state of Massachusetts was 2.7 times that 
of' the total population of the textile towns; the 
total assessed valuation of the agricultural towns 
was also 2.7 times that of the total assessed valua-
tion of the textile towns. Consequently the greater 
per capita contributions made to the missionary 
societies by the textile areas cannot be explained 
by a disparity in wealth between the agricultural 
and the mill towns. 
There is a fairly common impression that in the 
year 1820 the farmer in New England was stil~ 
existing under the conditions of semi-barter 
economy prevaient in Colonial times and consequently 
could not be expected to have much cash on hand for 
expenditures beyond the essentials of existence. 
The fact is, however, that the transition to commercial 
agriculture began in New England in 1800 and was 
about completed by 1840; by 1820 the far.mer not 
only had cash in his pocket but was not forced as 
was the mill worker to allocate the greater part 
of his earnings to food and shelter. 
In 1819 and 1820 the nation was in -the throes of a 
depression, and although the far.mer of course suffered 
from falling prices he obviously did not have to 
contend with the problems of basic survival faced 
by the mill worker in this period of uncertainty. 
The ~act that the population o~ the mill towns 
contributed more money per capita to the missionary 
societies than the population o~ the agricultural 
towns is in itsel~ signi~icrunt 1 but it assumes an 
even greater signi~icance when one considers that 
the widespread unemployment in the ~actories in 
1819 and 1820 constituted a ~ar more ~rightening 
threat to the mill worker's very existence-- to 
his ability to provide ~ood and shelter ~or bimse~ 
and his ~run.i_ly -• than ~alling prices did to the 
~ar.mer, who was at least not ~aced with the 
possibility o~ imminent starvation. 
The ~oreign missionary movement was the ~irst o~ 
the great humanitarian movements to capture the 
minds o~ the American people 1 and the ~act that 
greater interest was evidenced in it by those 
whose lives were most ~luenced by industrialization 
cannot be overlooked as a positive step in the 
direction o~ solving the larger problem o~ causation 
in the later Flowering o~ New England. 
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